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INTER@ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB STATES’ POLICIES CRITICIZED BY PALESTINIAN PUBLICATION 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 3 Nov 80 p 27 


|Article: “"RAYAH AL-SHA'B', Published in Occupied Territory States That 
Hueayn Ie Preparing 4 Complementary Plan to Camp David With Iraqi and 
Saudi Support”) 


[Text] A new issue of the monthly RAYAH AL-SHA'B, which speaks for the 
Democratic Front in the occupied areas, was recently distributed in the 
occupied Palestinian areas, In ite most recent iesue, No 26, RAYAH AL-SHA'B 
dealt with 4 number of the gost prominent political and practical questions 
around which the missions of struggle of the Palestinian national and popular 
movement inside the country are focused. 


No to the European Initiative; Yee for Strengthening and Developing the 
Opposition and Resistance Front 


Under thie title Al-RAYAH dealt in ite editorial with the subject of the 
so-called European initiative, exposing the Arab reactionary and rightist 
regimes, and especially the Saudi-Jordanian-Iraqi axis. It also exposed the 
executive rightist circles in the PLO which continue to count on the promised 
European initiative despite the resolutions that came out of the European 
summit. These resolutions complemented and coincided with the U.S. role 

and the Camp David accords. 


In the course of its commentary on the recent European actions and on the 
actions of Arab rightist reactionaries, RAYAH AL-SHA'B affirmed that it had 
become clear that these actions "did not seek to establish an alternative 
to Camp David that would guarantee the recognition of the PLO as the sole, 
legitimate representative of our people. These actions did not seek the 
israeli evacuation of Arab and Palestinian lands or the liberation of 
Jerusalem and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. These 
actions basically sought to keep the Palestinian and the Arab masses pre- 
occupied as they waited for deceptive and false promises. They sought to 
tear up the resolutions of the Baghdad and Tunis summit [conferences] by 
breaking the isolation of Al-Sadat's regime and preparing conditions for 
King Husayn so he can take advantage of representing the Palestinians, 
propose the plan for a united Arab kingdom once again and join the U.S. 
settlement.” 


| 
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[This is taking place) to confront the aggressive U.5S.-leraeli-Egyptian 
policy, [lt is taking place] to oppose sabotage attempta and Arab re- 
actionary and rightist lefforts) to destabilize |the situation). These 
efforts were escalated and intensified in a capitulatory, wait-and-see 
climate which the West European and Arab reactionary actions sought to 
Create, 


in Wheee interests Ile the Business eof the National Paleatinian Council 
being Del. ed? 


Lonvening the 15th session of the Palestinian National Council is urgently 
important. The public in the occupied areas have been asking legitimate 
questions about the reasons for the postponement and the delay. This 
problem was dealt with by RAYAH AL-SHA'B by explaining at the outset that 
"At the recent meeting of the Central Council of the PLO, an agreement was 
reached to convene the session in the second half of last August deapite 
the insistence of several parties that that was a late date. It was 
evident that those who advocated the delay and the postponement were wait- 
ing for what the European initiative might produce so they can determine 
their policy and their position according to those results. “But despite 
the fact that the European initiative produced nothing but [the assertion) 
that it was an attempt to complement the Camp David [accords) and continue 
in that framework, the proponents of delay and postponement overruled the 
resolution of the Central Council once again and stopped the session of 
the National Council from convening on schedule." 


RAYAH AL=SHA'B touched upon the other reasons for postponing the session. 

it asked, “Was it the U.S. elections? Was it the new European initiative? 
Was it the next Arab summit conference which was postponed [at the request] 
of Jordan which is counting on the new possibilities of the European 
initiative or of the U.S. elections so it can carry through its "alternative 
plan’ to Camp David which is supported by the Saudi-Iraqi axis’ 


"There is no dceubt that all these matters constitute the reasons why con- 
vening the National Council was postponed once again. Thus, proponents of 
postponement go back to immersing our people in illusory solutions which 
concrete evidence indicates will produce nothing new." 


RAYAH AL=SHA'B concludes its commentary by affirming that the events which 
occurred in our area since the last session of the National Council require 
that the council be convened immediately. Many matters regarding correct- 
ing the internal organizational relations of the PLO which must be settled 
and resolved to strengthen the national Palestinian position [also require 
that the council meet iamediately). Similarly, the possibility that an 
Arab summit conference may be convened while such events are taking place 
and in the aftermath of attempts by the Saudi-Iraqi-Jordanian axis to 
surround and besiege the countries of opposition and resistance requires 
that the Palestinian National Council meet immediately, before the summit 
conference convenes. [The Palestinian delegation] can thus go to the 














(summit) conterence with a unified, firm and cohesive Palestinian position 

that would be supported and strengthened by the national position of the 
opposition countries, This would foil the attempts of the Saudi-Iraqi-Jordanian 
axis and expoee and uncover the so-called European and U.S. maneuvers, 


The Tasks of the Palestinian Working Clase and the Trade Union Movement 


The Democratic Front Organization in the occupied areas gives considerable 
and prominent attention co the concerns of the working class and the trade 
union Movement and to the tasks that are to be undertaken to strengthen the 
leadership and the pioneering role of the working clase in leading the 
mvement of the masses, The new issue of the publication has a lengthy 
article entitled, "The Tasks of the Working Class and the Trade Union Move- 
ment." The article touched upon the documents of the Conference of the 
National Federation of Labor Unions on the West Senk and the sessions of 
the Union Council which followed the conference. The article dealt with 
the documents of the sessions from the perspective of [actions] that were 
carried out and gaps and flaws that are still impeding the activities of 
the trade union movement. The article stated, "The last months have seen 
important developments towards the implementation of these resolutions and 
tasks. The working class and the trade union movement are now playing a 
prominent and principal role in contronting the terrorist, Israeli measures. 
The unity of the General Federation of Trade Unions was consolidated; 
divisive activities were defeated; and the popular base, as well as member- 
ship, in numerous unions was expanded. 


Most of the unions in Jerusalem have been revived; the union for commercial 
firms in Hebron and new unions have been established. "Despite these posi- 
tive accomplishments, the trade union movement has not yet overcome all the 
deficiencies and flaws of its makeup and method of operation The organized 
popular base in the trade unions does not yet exceed a limited percentage 

of the total working class in Arab and Israeli projects. Some labor leaders 
are still impeding the process of organizing the workers who are employed in 
israeli corporations: they are creating obstacles to the process of spread- 
ing democracy in some unions, and they are also imposing severe restrictions 
on union membership. Some leaders in the Executive Committee and in the 
Council of the Federation are still dragging their feet and procrastinating 
regarding the membership of some new unions in the General Federation; they 
are withholding their support from these new unions.” 


in the conclusion of its article RAYAH AL-SHA'B defines the most prominent 
tasks that all leading and fighting workers of the trade union movement 
will be asked to struggle for and to achieve so that the trade union move- 
ment can overcome its deficiencies and accomplish its tasks. 


in the context of its persistent manner of exposing and uncovering the 
practices of the Jordanian regime and that regime's affiliation policy which 
is opposed to the national rights of the Palestinian people, RAYAH AL-SHA'B 
touched upon the implications of the fact that the Jordanian regime has 

















created 4 few Ministry in Badran's government: it ia the Ministry for the 
Attairts of the Occupied Homeland, This ministry will be charged with [the 
task of | supervising the implementation of the Jordanian policy inside the 
occupied areas, After concluding that this ministry provides new evidence 
that the Jordanian Government was continuing ita affiliation policy and 
vontinuing to take advantage of the right to represent the Palestinian people, 
RAYAH AL=SHA'B called upon the Palestinian national forces [to adopt| a firm 
policy that would strip thie government of the means and the tools on which 

it relies (in its pursuit] of thie affiliation policy. 

















INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


"LE MONDE' REPORTS MICHEL ROCARD CONTACTS WITH PLO IN LEBANON 
LDO91L125 Paria LE MONDE in French 8 Jan 81 p 28 
[Dispatch by LE MONDE correspondent Lucien George: "I1l-Timed Honours for Rocard") 


[Text] Beirut--Michel Rocard's arrival in Beirut has been eventful. The French 
socialist leader, who had emphasized the “private” nature of his Near East tour, 
was received at the airport by a Palestinian guard who paid him honours. Caught 
unprepared and before he even realized that they were Palestinian and not Lebanese 
soldiers, Rocard was whisked off by Isam Sartawi, Arafat's representative, and 
“inepected” this guard of honor whose presence was to say the least ill-timed. 
Annoyed at the incident and put on his guard, the socialist leader refused to use 
the car (Palestinian) proffered by Sartawi and took that of the French diplomat 
who had come tc meet him. 


In order to stress more forcibly that Rocard was indeed in Beirut "for their 
sakes''--which when it comes down to it is perhaps not untrue, without nevertheless 
justifying the fact that Lebanese national sentiments are being mocked--the 
Palestinians, through their information agency, are pointing the visit as a response 
to an official PLO invitation, although the "guest" denies this vigorously. 


Another incident--although this was probably fortuitous--has added to the exaspera- 
tion of the Lebanese authorities: Rocard's meeting with ‘Arafat planned for 
Wednesday evening was brought forward 24 hours. As a result the private dinner 
planned for Tuesday with Lebanese Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butros at French Ambassador 
Delamare's residence and in his presence alone, had to be cancelled. Moreover the 
French politician will thus have met the PLO chief, who received him enthusiasti- 
cally, giving a dinner in his honor, before the Lebanese president and prime 
minister, although the opposite was planned. 


Rocard, who saw Fu'ad Butros Tuesday afternoon, expressed regret at the incident 
which marked his arrival, stressing that he had not been informed beforehand of 
the arrangements. Determined not to confine himself merely to the Palestinians 
during his stay, not to one of the camps of the Lebanese conflict, he decided to 
devote Thursday to the Christian sector and was to be the guest at a dinner given 
in his honor by Bechir al-Jumayyil, chief of the Phalangist militia. 


The socialist leader told us: "I have no commitment to anyone and I was neither 
consulted nor in agreement about the way in which protocol has been somewhat 
strained during my trip, which is purely private. This incident shows the corre- 
lation of forces between the different factions which exercise real power in 

Lebanon. I was merely the pretext. This being so I stress that honors were paid 

by Palestinian soldiers to a person returning from Israel who has neven hidden his 
conviction of that country's right to exist and at the same time of the Palestinians’ 
right to a homeland. 


CSO: 4800 











IN, ER*ARAB AFFAIRS 


POPULATION GROWTH POSES PROBLEMS TO ARAB OIL=PRODUCING COUNTRIES 
Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 15 Jan 81 p 3 


(Article by Ali Ibrahial] 


(Text) 

the percentage. for ihe same penog ae! [ew years was a the expense of 

rose w 10 per com fo Libye and 3AM cxpetries in Gull countries 
Dubai, jan 141A! Beyene Pew wi Orman, 25 per com for Saudi Arata @00, 10 4 Smaller extent, in Kuwait, 
dispute (he clam (hai (he population and Bahrain and more than © percent Saudi Arie and Libya Bui more 
aructure © ofpraducing Arab im the came of the UAE and Kuwait = mporiani, the study reveals even an 
counts is 2 Mayor inwue (hat requires The other notable phenomenon in the expected greater decline during the 
close atenuion Yet ihe aue was population tendencies in ol-praducing [987s in the percentage of Arb 
referred = to) only) pecently and) = Arab cowntries with emai populations UMmigration into (he ot producing 
eomewhea Umdly The problem war (he vas growth ate in ther AMD counties becuse of the 
sanied with off discoveries which populations. particularly during ihe Omparative living stabiliy enyoyed by 
meant money and wide prospects for second half of the seventies Arats in the countries of (heir ongin 
investments and employment And as Obviously. the growth is accounted This check in ihe sume of Arab labour 
(he Necessary labour force was limited for by Une influx of expairiates a ine force ts encouraged by stnct measures 
(fn stre and skills. foreign labour was surplus in oot revenues was @plied in some Arab = od countries 
invited and since (hen the influx channelled into ambnous invesments which do not perme in expatriate 
«uh 8) Consequences on (he creating wider coonomik activities emptoyers (armilies This iam point us 
population structure has created « «in his study, Dr Pagan was faced 9 Sownd to add to an airemdy eximem 
serous phenomenon with dats problems « das on phenomenon in the = population 
The lollowing 4 quotation [rom ¢ population were only evailabie for (he Sfucture where men of age eligible for 
siudy submitted to (he symposium on UAE and Kuwat Wha is evailabic «Sm ployment are greater in number 
OW an social Ranges reornily held in however. reveaied different panerns (Nan women Obviously, = thts 
Adu Dia “The most sinking soctad «6 (he Gata On Kuwatl reves an over. phenomenon is much more notable 
leature in some Arab Gull counties is whetming magorty of Amb ogame between expatriate labour where 70 
ihe constam fal in (he percentage of @ho accoun: for ® per cent of the = per cent of thelr numbers during th: 
naltonals «@ opposed (© « Gonslant expatriates there. while inthe UAE 7S seventies consisted of men in he 
‘nerease in (he percentage of expatriate «oper com of the cxparmes at UAE. Qatar and Bahrain * 
Avant foreagnens. momly Asians Qua The study prooneds 1o highlight the 
The cxpwiriate labour «OPO, Bahrain and Oman at expected io social problems which 
avording to (he @udy submitted by ave papuietion gutierns similas io ‘esult from such population growth 
Dr Nader Fanant vanes in size (rom hat of the UAE. while the prevaien: One of the dangers cited & the 
one off groductng Am® country to patterns im Saud) Arte ⸗ demand on pubik services 
aroxher Thus. (he expairiaes in iraq sider to that of Kuwatt ad viullues where invesrments in 
and Agere «= constituted = limuted these fields cen compond w the 
minorties whkh 9 (he mxdceventies =r Feyent pain out the the demand in « hermful way insole @ 
did not exceed five per cent Sut increased influ: of Asians during (he long-term interests are concerned 
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BAZARIS CALL MAJAL LNOOMPETENT, GALL POR RESIGNATION 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English } Jan 81 p 1 


(Text) Tehran=="Mr, Rajai: On order of Islam, we warn you to step down as soon 
as possible from the task for which you are incompetent... if you do not do this, 
the Moslem nation will foree wou out... that is the day when you should anewer 
for these destructions and incompetencies, ” 
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ANNIVERSARY OCCABTON USED TO BLAST SOVIET INVASTON 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian | Jan 81 pp i, 2 


{Text} We have not forgotten the “real enemy” the United States but thie does not 
mean that we should forget “the ruthless occupation of Afghanistan” and the “just 
defense’ of ite struggling Moslem peoples against Soviet domination and aggressive- 
ness, We are fighting the United States for many reasons including the nature of 
imperisliem, arrogance, domineering and aggressive tendencies. If the Soviet Union 
treaded in the same path, in fact it has, it would aleo be condemmed, the same a6 
the United States, in the People's court. 


The ruthless and savage occupation of Afghanistan is not such a simple and 
unimportant matter which could be ignored by we. Earlier, in a series of articles 
in thie context under heading of “Tripartite encounters with the Soviet Union” 

and while etudying and analyzing events in Poland,” we explained our views con- 
cerning the Soviet Union, the ailitary occupation of Afghanistan and the domineering 
characteristics of ite regime. 


We stated and we are again saying that one gust only be “unaware” or “affiliated” 
in order to watch thie tragic massacre in the neighborhood and desiet from strongly 
condemning it. 


Despite all thie, the Afghan iseve is encumbered with particular difficulties and 
perplexities. Because of these particularities we quest analyze this issue from 
various angles. 4) In ite relation with the Afghan Moslem fighters. 6) In ite 
relation with the Sowiet Wien. c) In ite connection with Iranian groupe and 
fronts. 4) In ite connection with Western camp. 


a. [b, ©, @ not given] The issue of “Afghan Moslem fighters.” The fact is that 
up to now, very few or rather no reliable and genuine sources existed from which 
news and information about these fighters and particularly about the groups, fronte 
and their composition, could be obtained and published. On the one hand, in 
accordance with Islamic guidelines and directives of the revolutionary leadership, 
we condemn the @ilitary occupation of Afghanistan and endorse the struggle of the 
oppressed Moslem peoples of Afghanistan which can be clearly justified as 
“legitimate defense.” However, on the other hand, we could sot and would never 
truest the views and information published by imperialist sources and consider that 
their statements, in fact, emanated from their sincerety, truthfulness and 
Ppiousness. 











Ieapite this, a8 © cofsequeire of ovr contacts aad information obtained, moatiy 

on a personal basis and investigative capacity, from people of some fighter groups, 
we have learned, (0 4 gfeat extent, the details and nature of this gigantic precess 
and arand strugale, What we can state in this content ts that the Afghan Moslem 
fighters, particularly these whe have sprouted from within, afe net homegeneous 

and de net possess unifor® ideas and policies, They afte divided inte “genuine” and 
“non-genuine” of “independent” and “affiliated” groups. This, im itself is eon 
sidered a great weakness, as these fronts and groupe are different and even opposed 
te each other so far ae their “independence, af filiation, genuineness,” theif 
thinking and operation ie concerned, But even those “non-affiliated, independent 
and genuine” ereups do not operate in absolute unity and harmony, They cont inue 

to suffer from disunity and differences in thinking and operation, Of course, these 
groups have become awate of this basic weakness during the course of their struggle 
and certain freapprochements, frapports and coalitions which had occurted within the 
“independent and genuine” fronts point to this awareness, 


What can be said about the Afghan “oppressed, Moslem and silitant peoples” is not 
different from that which describes other such struggling and aroused peoples, tt 

is evident that asses in various countries, regimes and different areas differ 
deeply from the quantitative and qualitative points of view, however, they possess 
identical and common collective attributes of sincerity honesty, struggle, legit imate 
defense, consensus of feelings against all-dominant oppression and tyranny, general 
and long-term and al! encompassing revolt against oppression and defense of human 


rights. 


Piretiv, the Af@han struggle is a struggle of the masses, it is 4 genuine popular 
war and it canmet be denied that the dimensions of the war and etrugele have encon- 
passed and ewbraced broad levels of the society and peoples throughout the country. 
it cannot be stated that only one group has revolted and desires autonomy for 4 
particular state, democracy for Afghanistan a proposed plan comprising 26 articles 
and that is ali! This revolt is popular, 411 encompassing uprising of the masees. 
in other words, from 4 quantitative point of view and social coverage, it is vast 
and widespread and from 4 qualitative or social point of view, it is deeply emeshed 
amongst the masses 


The struggle has extended on the “surface” as well as in “depth” and it has reached 
the most deprived people, wilitant and hard working levels of the society. 


sooondiv, thie war is sot 4 cal, peaceful and parliamentarian struggle. it is an 
armed, violent guerrilla war. Because of important reasons and possibly this very 
reason, it is a war of endurance, fortitude, resistance ar” is deeply rooted. 
Possibly because of these factors, this war could pos .ess the potential of being 
4 protracted on in the long run 


Because of their specific living conditions, positive and toughening effecte of 
rural, nomadic and mountainous existence, general isolation from polluted, corruptive 
and debilitating urban life (at least in comparison to iran and similar countries) 
and becoming accustomed to life's deprivations, poverty, indigence (economic and 
regional circumstances), the Afghans have not relinquished their fighting, warring 
and persevering qualities. Fortunately, western and eastern colonialion has not 
been able, up to now, to inflict the same calamities and misfortune under the name 
of “assembly line welfare” to these people, the same way it had imposed on others. 
Consequently, i> accordance with available information many of them subsist on 
dried fruits and outs such a6 walnuts, local and native food, special cheese and 
their self-sufficient and simple foo’ and then head for sountains, fields to 
continue to fight and resist. 

















At the commencement of their struggle, the Afghans divided “war” and “work,” The 
young aed powerful ones took up their rifles and went te the fronts while the old 
aud Giddle-aged remained in the farms and plowed the fields and according to con 
temporaty sayings, they provided the supply and logistic support behind the fronts, 
liowever, the extension of the war, the bombardment and strafing of villages, 

im feasing leoeses of life and destruction, killings and martyrdoms to such an extent 
that @eet families lost some sember during the course of the war, Consequently 
because of personne] requirements as well a6 increasing hate and anger, the people 
with the epades and these whe had to carry out the “work” decided to join the war 
and changed th if spades to rifles, Thus at present the Afghans are facing severe 
economic and logistic deficiencies and shortages. However, they eat thorne and take 
up the burdens of war, 


We are aware of thie point declared at firet and we continue to state that the 
Afghan fighters particularly groups, parties and their leaders are suffering from 
two great weaknesses 


Controversey over “independence” and “affiliation” to other powers as well as lack of 
thorough ideological and practical coordination among other genuine and independent 
groups. itn the first instance, unfortunately, along side the struggling Moslem 
Afghan nation with the blessings of rewolt with ite frequent tragic sartyrdome 

among thie oppreseed peoples, certain opportunist and power seeking figures, 
individuals, parties and groups and even some elements affiliated with the western 
imperialiet camp, have aleo entered the scene and are active. in other words, 
deviated and non-genuine persone, a6 well as groups and parties exist. These people 
and groupe have affiliations to American imperialiem, to regional reactionary powers 
or to those countries affiliated with western imperialists. Also they may be “the 
forerunners of the haughty, the supportere of feudaliet, affluent and plundering” 
classes of possibly “opportunists, power or leadership seekers” who possess strong 
reactionary and deviated intellectual gotivations and political insights. 


in the midet of all thie, Marxist groupe and elements affiliated with Beijing and 
China ae well as other Maoiete are aaking great efforts in order to penetrate and 
exploit thic situation. On occasions these elements aiso defend islam, creation, 
the life hereafter and also talk about the pains suffered by the supporters of 
purity and chastity [meaning the supporters of the prophet of Islam and members of 
his family). 


fut what we had said earlier and are reiterating is that the legitimacy of “the 
struggles of the militant, Mosles and deprived masses” of Afghanistan and the 
oppressed peoples of that country subjected to tyranny as well as those “genuine, 
independent and pure groupe and associations” is crystal clear. 


What are they fighting for? The fight is directed against “domination and injustice” 
againet “the sovereignty of blasphemy and unbelievers,” against “despotian, facian, 
monopoly and suppression” against coup d‘etat against “the foreigner,” “the super- 
power” and “coup aakers.” 


They are fighting against “deceit.” The Afghan revolution and the struggle of the 
peoples of that country ie 4 revolution and a struggle against “coup d‘etat” and 
they are fighting for “independence,” “treedon,” an Islamic republic and “the right 
to determine their own destinies.” This is an undeniable statement which only the 
“waiformed, deviated and affiliated” elements would deny. 
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USSR OFFERS TO BUY LRANIAN OIL, GAS 
Tehran BURS in Persian % Dec 80 p 5 


[Text] = PARS NEWS AGENCY ~ Vinagradev, the Soviet Ambassador, met and spoke with 
‘Ali Rega Nobari, genera! director of Bank-e Markagi-ye [Central Bank) Iran, in 
the central bank building. 


The chief of the Soviet Commercial Representative Board and the director of the 
Russo-lran Bank were also present at this meeting which lasted one and one half 
hours. Economic probleme and commercial relations between the two countries were 
discussed as follows: 


| = Barter, commercial and financial contracts between the two countries were die- 
cussed. Discussion also took place concerning the USSR's disposition to expand com- 
mercial relations with islamic Republic of Iran through the lifting of restrictions 
arising from barter stipulations. 


2 = The Soviet ambassador announced his country's disposition to purchase oi!) and 

gas from iran as 4 means of settling Iran's currency accounts. ‘Ali Reza Nobari 
criticized the Russian approach in thie respect because it had failed to accept 
iran’s suggested price for lranian gas exports. He expressed his hope to the Rus- 
sian ambaseador that renewed discussione in this area would be possible in the future. 


} = Plans for shared investment by the two countries, in particular plans for 
expansion of steel industries in Iran, and the problem of clearing currency and 
barter accounts between the two countries were discussed. The general director 

of Bank-e Marnagi-ye Iran requested the Soviet ambassador to provide the necessary 
facilities within the framework of the contracts between the two countries to pay 
for the installation and equipment that has been sold to the National Iranian Steel 


Company. 


4 = Finding 4 suitable way to carry owt both the legislation nationalizing banks 
and the plan for their merger in the case of the Russo-iran Bank was discussed. 

it wae resolved that 4 commission from the USSR be sent to Iran to carry out final 
discussions. 




















‘All Rega Neobari, general director of the Bankee Markagi, requested the 
yoviet athbassader to have his countfy Make Necessary facilities available to lran 
a that it could @ake complete use of Soviet transit routes to Europe, in this 
way goods coming to iran would not be delayed aa they now are due to the diffi 


Oulties which have arisen in southern Iran, A promise of assietance wae given in 
thie regard, 
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PURCHASE OF ARMS, HOSTAGE TSSUR DISCUSSED BY RAPSANJANI 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian W Dec 80 p 2 


[Text] Hojjateleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, Chairman of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Council, anewered questions from domestic and foreign reporters concerning the 
purchase of heavy weapons and the American official reaction to the hostage situation 
at an all-media presse conference, 


Weapons Purchase Must Not Create Depercence 


Hashemi Rafsanjani said thie about the purchase of heavy weapons: We would prefer 
that no nation possess advanced weapons with great destructive capability. We 
basically want to be equipped with defensive weapons, rather than offensive ones, 
but there are times when one is forced to deal with undesirable necessities. 


We are arming ourselves to the extent of our need and in order to protect our 
independence. We are fundamentally fighting for the purpose of protecting our 
independence and our country. If it turns out that arms purchases make us dependent 
on some area, we vould prefer to fight without those weapons. 


America Cares Nothine for the Lives of ite Citizens 


In anewer to the question, will the Islamic Republic of Iran change its position on 
the hostages in light of comments from Reagan and other American officials, the 
Speaker of the Majles eaid: Definitely not. We could have predicted what has been 
aaid by the American officials. In ay opinion America has not been very interested 
in rescuing the hostages from the beginning. I have said in ay meetings with 
Ruropean embassy officiale that the activities of American leaders show their intent 
to wage 4 propaganda war. What they do contradicts what they say. I don't think 
American officials are very concerned about the lives of their citizens. In the 
firet place, the incineration of a large number of Americans in the deserts of 
Tabas by the American themselves was a stupid thing to do, and anyone could see 
that if they had made it to Tehran it would have been 4 lot worse. 


This shows that they are not very interested in saving Americans. This whole thing 
was just 4 propaganda weapon because of the elections, and after the elections they 
made a propaganda veapon out of another problem. The crux of the matter is that 
America has come up against an impasse. On the one hand if they give back the 
dead Shah's wealth, a great many American lackeys who have taken their wealth there 
and placed it in American banks will be disappointed from the standpoint of their 
money and their future. 
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Secondly, if poor America continues its illegal activities and retaine the wealth 

it has impounded from an oil-rich country Like Iran and uses it for its own purposes, 
ite future finanetal eredit will diminish, Other countries will not have the 
courage to deposit their money in American banks, 


Merica @ust now break this impasse, American public opinion is exerting pressure 
on the hostage ieeue, and on the other hand it is to the advantage of American 
officials that America not return the dead Shah's wealth, 


We added that preservation of America's economic credit demande that America devise 
4 pretext for impounding Iran's wealth, At the same time it claims that Iran is 
asking for ransom. The bugles of propaganda and reporters who have made up their 
winds beforehand that they support America spread rumore in the world that Iran is 
demanding ransom from America, even when we have made it clear firet of all that we 
want our own @oney, which the Americane aleo acknowledge is located in their country, 
and secondly we want the money that has been proven to belong to the Shah. We have 
asked, a8 4 guarantee that America will keep ite word, that a security deposit be 
given to Algeria. te thie a ransom of retribution’? Thies idea is just a pretext, 
and the truth will eradually emerge. 


The point was raised that in Mr Raja'i's visite with foreign ambassadors in Iran it 
has been said that America, instead of putting up financial security, could return 
a8 @uch money to use ae is not disputed by either side and that we would in turn 
retain the hostages until such time as the American government could solve the 
problems related to the disputed money. Rafsanjani said in response to this: I 
will not interfere in the Majles' method of resolving this. In ay view, whatever 
the Majles decides to do about thie suet be adhered to. 


The method of implementation, however, depends on the government's point of view. 
Now if the government were to propose an alternate solution, and one could be 
certain that Iran's rights would be recovered, this would then also be acceptable 
for us. 


Someone observed that the people of Tehran, in a statement issued in connection 
with the 40th-day funeral march, demanded that the hostages be tried if America's 
anewer should be negative in this regard. When asked whether he would also 

make such 4 recommendation to Mr Raja'i's government, Hashemi Rafsanjani said: 


| will not recommend anything beyond the decision taken by the Majles. It was 
stated in the Majles decision that if America should be unwilling to reet Iran's 
demands the hostages would be tried, but it is not necessary to set a time limit 
for accomplishing this, because one gust proceed reasonably, and give America 
an opportunity to bring iteelf in line with the law. In any case, we will make 
the final decision. It was observed that after Reagan's reply there would be no 
solution except to try the hostages, and he was asked if there was 4 possibility of 
their execution. He anewered: I don't want to make any prior assessment of the 
court's decision, keeping in @ind that we have not as yet perceived America's 
official anewer and that all the issues raised so far have been propaganda 
tiginating from their side. 
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Are These People Civilized of Barbarians 


When asked for his reaction to Reagan's recent comments on Iran, he said: Every 
government is measured by is actions, If devouring the property of the people, 
using the ehetortc of power, military oeeupation, bloodshed, pitting countries 
against one another, colonisation and keeping moat of the people of the world in a 
atate of hunger, which are America's routine activities, are considered civlized, 
then America isa civilised -ad we are not sehooled in these things. 


Rafsanjani added: According to Reagan's logic, if a determination of justice made 

by an oppressed nation, in a way such a8 is possible, is considered unpleasant, 

they don't give any credence to it, We, however, endorse the determinations of 
juetice made by oppressed and persecuted countries in whatever form. Who does not 
know of America’s crimes, such ae the persecution of Iranian students and instigation 
of the current war against use’ Are these people civilized of barbarians? 


The Pmbassy Occupation Is a Mistake 


The Majiles Speaker, concerning the occupation of the Afghan Embassy and the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry's statement, said: Occupation of the Embassy is a mistake, but 
demonatraticas in front of the Embassy are not a mistake because a nation of 
tormented refugees has a right to express ite aversion to the occupation of its 
country. 


We added: The Russian complaint lodged against us has absolutely no validity. We 
quickly stopped the embassy's occupation. We cannot tell a persecuted nation not 
to protest, hundreds of thousands of whose people have been forced into Iran and 
who are themselves in difficulty. The point of the protest was their rights. 


We Will Not Talk to Babrak Karmal 


The Speaker of the Majlee was asked, noting that Babrak Karmal has recently invited 
Pakistan and Iran to talk, whether Iran was ready to talk to him or not. He said: 

We will not enter into talks with Babrak Karmal at any time. What is there to say 

to a Soviet agent and coup d'etat plotter who has invited an occupation army to 


occupy the soil of an independent country and has made refugees of all these 
Moslems? 


The President of the Republic Must Answer 


A report filed by a PARS AGENCY reporter indicates that during this press conference 
Mr Rafsanjani said concerning the ministries which are without ministries: 


Officials must realize that they must not allow the country to have unoccupied posts. 
Thies is intolerable. 


Hashemi Rafsanjani, concerning the presence of the President of the Republic and 

the Prime Minister in the Majles to explain the delay in choosing a Foreign Minister 
and people to fill the remaining cabinet posts, said: The Prime Minister has 

honored us with a visit and given an answer, but the President of the Republic, being 
involved with the war in the South, has not been quick to do this, and I think that 
if the matter of the ministries and embassies has not been resolved by this time, 

he is certainly obliged to honor us with his presence and give an answer. 


16 











the Speaker of the Majles was asked to what extent the Majles has decision-making 
authority concerning the war, We said: The Majles has a representative in the 
Supreme Defense Council, and the Speaker of the Majles site in on Supreme Defense 
Council meetings a8 a substitute when the Imam's representatives do not participate, 
The Majles is involved in the war to thie extent. In the command and administration 
of the war, however, che Majles has absolutely no authority. 


At the conelusion, Rafsanjani wae asked whether a decision had been made concerning 
iran's imereasingly close relations with friendly countries such as Syria, Algeria 
and Libya. We said: Yea, and we will send groups to these countries very soon, 

it has been fully agreed that we will expand our relationships in various areas. 
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MONTAZERI CLARIFIES POSITION ON MOJEHEDIN-E KHALO 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Dec 80 p 2 


(Text) 


CSO: 
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all belonged to the same nation 
He emphassed that no one had 
wd that the Mujahedin ere 
infidels of that t was therefore a 
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der property “What | have 


enemy, could penetrate their 
fanks. the Ay conciuded 
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MUSAVL*ARDABILI DISCUSSES JUDICIAL SYSTEM BILLS 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Dee 80 p 2 


lArticle by Mousavi Ardebili) 
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PAYS TRIBUTE TO TEACHINGS, VALUES OF CHRIST 


‘RAYHAR 


Tehran KAYWAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Dee 80 p 2 
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LAND DISTRIBUTION REPORTED 


Tehran KAYWAN UNTERMATIOMAL in English 25 Dec 60, 3, 4%, © Jan 61 
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LEFT WINGERS CALLED THREAT TO ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 6 Jan 61 p i 
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LANGUAGE PROBLEMS IN HOSTAGE NEGOTIATIONS DESCRIBED 


Tehran THHRAN TIMES in English 10 Jan 61 p 2 
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LAHUTI DENOUNCES THOSE WHO PRETEND TO FOLLOW IMAM'S LINE 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIOMAL in English 10 Jan 81 p 1 
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KHOMEYNI DENOUNCES CRITICS OF ROLE OF ULAMA LN GOVERNMENT 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 11 Jan 81 p 3 


a*aaf 


pil elt 


in tt iil 
i a mill Ha +f 





Le 


wit 
ii te 
fi : ‘itialalae 

















1212 


iH it Patti 

nila ibis ul ut git 
ell X in 
Ht iba fll PHATE 


il ae Hat pe Te sev 
i Ht Has iy ai ti al 


A 
ult I, nil ie 












Iran eurcoeded in thew 





H! 
i — 






4920 


CSO: 


33 











TRAN 





NO TALAS WITH KARMAL REGIME 


FOREIGN MINISTRY 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 Jan 91 p 1 
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CRITERIA POR ESTABLISHING PORRIGN RELATIONS DEFINED 
Tehran RAYHWAN to Emeglieh 11, 12 Jan 61 
[Editorial by &. Moadab: 
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FACTORIES TO GET SUFFICIENT RAW MATERIALS NEXT YEAR 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 4 Jan 81 p 9 


[Text] The State Economic Mobilization Staff [SEMS! has acted to organize a fac- 
tory raw materials supply unit in order to forecast the country's factories raw 
material supply during 1360 [21 March 1981 — 20 March 1962). In thie way factor- 
ies will not have raw material shortages next year. 


According to KEYHAN's economic reporter, the aforementioned staff has placed forms 
at the disposal of the newspaper as 4 means to this end. By completing and 
forwarding these forms, directors of the country's factories will inform SEMS of 
their factories’ requirements for 1360 [21 March 1981 - 20March 62], so that neces- 
sary action can be taken to meet them. 


The text of the SEMS announcement is as follows: SEMS has acted to organize 

a factory raw material supply unit in order to forecast the country's factories’ 
raw material supply during 1360 [21 March 1981-20 March 1982], and in order to ful- 
fill principle 44 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Thus, God 
willing, factories will not have raw material shortages during the coming year, 

and will be able to work at full capacity. 


SEMS requests the directors of all domestic industries, whether government, nation- 
alized, associated with the Mostaz'efan Foundation, or private sector industries, 
to carefully complete the attached forms, and within a period of 15 days from this 
announcement's publication, deliver them to SEMS in the Prime Ministry and obtain 
a receipt. (Pactories located in Tehran should reply in person, and factories in 
the city regions by regictered mail). 


SEMS will, upon receiving the list of requirements, inform factories in writing of 
those requirements which the factory itself must supply; the staff will directly 
supply the remainder. 


it is necessary to point out that the current procedure for preparing factory raw 
materials is on the basis as it was previously. It is obvious that SEMS will have 
no responsibility whatsoever with respect to those factories which do not complete 
and forward the aforementioned forms within the cesignated period of time. Further- 
more, the responsibility for the probable future closing of the factories arising 
from a lack of raw materials due to delays resulting from a failure to send the 
required forms must be borne by the current directors of the industries. 








The factory raw material supply unit of SEMS may be reached for anawera to questions 
at telephone number 669416, 


SEMS informe the eateemed directors of induatry that due to a news pile-up, the 
special forme for eatimated factory requirements for 1360 [21 March 1981 = 20 March 
1982) will be printed in Tuesday's KEYHAN, 
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CHRISTIANS PRAY FOR VICTORY--Urumieh, Jan l--The birth of Jesus Christ was cele- 
brated with simplicity by the Iranian Assyrian and Armenian Christian communities 
in Urumieh and at other places of Iran, All recreation functions were cancelled 
due to the current Iraq-Iran war, After the recitation of Christmas day hymns, 
special prayers were held for the victory of the Iranian Armed Forces, Catholic 
Cardinal Samel Shureez said chat special prayers were held for the victory of 
Iran in all churches including Orthodox, Protestants and Adventist Churches, The 
Christian community of Urumieh has contributed Rls. 160,000 for the war stricken 
people. The Assyrian and Armenian Christians have also donated Rls. 100,000 
towards the relief funds, [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 3 Jan 81 


p 2) 


LNADEQUATE EDUCATION FACILITIES--Tehran, Jan, 1 (Pars)--An official of the Lranian 
Ministry of Education yesterday said that out of a group of one million exceptional 
children and young adults in Iran, only some 11,000 were receiving adequate educa~ 
tion in the various schools throughout the country. The official who was in charge 
of educational training for the mentally retarded, the handicapped, as well as the 
children with above average intelligence quotients said that the Education Ministry 
had established in 1978 a central office for providing educational aid to these 
groups of children which is now controlling and coordinating the activities of the 
various special schools for the blind, the deaf and dumb throughout the country. 

He also presented a report on the educational services to this category of young 
adults to the Deputy Minister of Education, Iraj Shegarf Nakha'i, during his visit 
to the Bagh-Cheban School for the Deaf and Dumb, [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNA- 
TIONAL in English 3 Jan 81 p 2) 


LOANS TO FARMERS--Tehran, Dec, 23 (Pars)--The spokesman for the agricultural bank 
announced that during the past eight months of the current year, various branches 
of the agricultural bank in the central province had extended 2 billion rials in 
loans to some 9,552 farmers in the province, In comparison to figures for "he 
same period of time last year, there has been a 46 percent increase in the number 
of loans, and a 95 percent increase in amount. Out of the 2 billion rials in 
loans, 714 million rials were extended for the completion of controlled projects 
which have benefited 2,417 farmers working on 113 projects in 152 villages. The 
spokesman for the agricultural bank added that the province's farmers have in the 
last eight months repaid 762 million rials of previous loans, which represent a 
36 percent increase compared to the figures for the same period last year. [Text] 
(Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIOMAL in English 24 Dec 80 p 4] 
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EXTENSION OF LOANS TO FARMERS+-Kermanshah, Jan, 5 (Pars)--During the month of Agar, 
the agricultural bank of Kermanshahan province extended 188 million riale in loans 
to farmers, The loan has been paid for irrigation, orchards growing, animal 
husbandry, poultry farming, construction of houses, purchase of farming machines, 
handicraft and carpet weaving, Meanwhile, the bank has been refunded rials 

ote ee pas earlier ae loans, (Text) (Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 
6 Jan p 4 


LOANS EXTENDED TO FARMERS--Yaed, Jan. 3 (Pars)--The cooperative agricultural store 
in Hose im Abad, Yaed, has forwarded 200 million rials in loans to the region's 
farmers, The loans are to be used for the purchase of agricultural machinery, 
fertilizer and other agricultural goods, (Text) (Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 4 Jan 81 p 4) 


APPOINTMENTS=«Tehran, Jan, 2 (Pars)--Siqatoleslam Al-Haj Seyyed Abbas Hedayati has 
been appointed Imam of Friday prayers of Shushtar by the Office of Imam Khomeini, 
[text] (Tehran KEYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 3 Jan 81 p 2) 


APPOINTMENTS--Yaed, Jan. 4 (Pars)--Ali Akbar Samit and Ali Khaqani have been 
appointed the Political Advisor and Chief Investigation Officer of the governor- 
general of Yazd Province respectively, by the Interior Minister, Mahdavi Kani, 
According to the same report, Gholam Abbas Sahib Jalal has been appointed Chief 
District Authority of Abad by the Governor of Yard. Semnan, Jan. 4 (Pars)-<Hojja- 
toleslam Mohammad Hassan Akhtari has been appointed the Friday prayers leader of 
Sarkeh by 9 office of the Imm, [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 
6 Jan 81 p 2 


APPOLINTMENTS--Tehran, Jan. 8 (Pars)--Mohanmad Hossein Torjani has been appointed 
Adviser-Arbitrator in the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare by the Labor and 
Social Welfare Minister, Mohammad Mir Mohammad Sadeghi, Tehran, Jan, 8 (Pars)-- 
Engineer Alavizadeh has been appointed Welfare and Social Affairs Adviser of Tehran 
Municipal Corporation, Meanwhile, Engineer Kamrava has been appointed Deputy Mayor 
of Tehran by Tehran's Mayor, Zavvare'i, Tehran, Jan, 7 (Pars)--Mohammad Hassan 
Ahmadi Yazdi has been appointed Imam of Friday prayers of Brujerd by Imam Khomeini, 
Leader of the Revolution and Founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, (Text] 
(Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 11 Jan 81 p 2) 


ARDABIL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTILON--Ardebil, Jan, 2 (Pars)--The work for the construction 
of 96, three and twelve class schools, in the township of Ardebil has been com- 
pleted, The budget for this project was 620 million rials provided by credits 
from educational development funds, Also, a number of projects for the construc- 
tion of high schools are nearing completion and 500 million rials have been 
allocated for « projects, "Teane [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 

3 Jan 81 p G 


LIVESTOCK CASUALT,. S--Tehran--As a direct result of Lran-I[raq war, over one 
million cows and goats have perished and lives of another estimated two million 
goats are endangered who face hunger without animal feed, the Minister of Agri- 
culture revealed last night. The agricultural crops and harvests as well as 
grass feed for the animals caught fire during the Iran-Iraq war shelling and 
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bombings, said Mohammad Salamati, The war destroyed hundreds of thousands of 
hectares of cultivating lands, said Salamacti in a Radio and Television appearance, 
the problems in agricultural and cattle-rearing field are unsolvable if the people 
do not provide animal feed and food crops to the government, (Text) [Tehran 
TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 Jan 81 p 1) 


REVENUE FROM FISH EXPORTS=-Tehran, Dec, 24 (Pars)--During the current Iranian year 
(1358-59) about 1,960 tons of sturgeon and another clase of fish have been 
exported, said Assadollah Hazratzadeh, the managing director of the country's 
fishery, yesterday, The foreign currency received from the exported fish was 22 
million dollars, said the director, (Text) [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 25 Dec 80 p 4) 


AZARBAY JAN ELECTRIFLCATLON@«Tabriz, Dec, 24 (Pars)--The project for the supply of 
electricity to a number of villages in East Agarbaijan, with a budget of approxi- 
mately 38 million rials, has been completed. The villages benefiting from this 
project are, Iranegh, Oghali, Kandol, Abriz, Gharah Aghaz, Heydar Abad and Mordagh, 
text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Dec 80 p 4 


LNCREASE LN IMPORTS--Tehran, Jan. 1 (Pars)--The Bureau of Statistics and Interna- 
tional Customs of [ran announced the imports that have passed throughout the nine 
major custom points of the country during the first seven months of the current 
Iranian year March 21-October 21, According to the statistics, 5,425,000 tons of 
goods valued at 312,487 billion rials were imported through the posts of Abadan, 
Bushehr, Bandar Anzali, Khorramshahr, Imam Khomeini, Bandar Abbas, Nowshahr, 
Astara, and Jolfa, The figure represents an increase of 4,13 percent in weight 
and 1,27 percent in value in comparison with the same period in the past Lranian 
year. (Text) [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 3 Jan 81 p 2) 


EARTHQUAKE--Oroumieh--An earthquake measuring 4 on the Richter Scale shook cities 
northwest of Tehran early yesterday morning. Pars reported the earthquake as 
striking at 1:25 a.m, 660 kilometers northwest of Tehran in the cities of Khuy and 
Salmas. The Deputy Governor of Khuy confirmed the report and stated there were two 
tremors between one and two a.m, The Geophysics Department of the University of 
Tehran announced the relatively strong quake as measuring 4 on the Richter Scale, 
but at the 8:30 a.m, filing of this report no casualties had been reported, [Text] 
(iehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 31 Dec 80 p 1] 


BILL ON GUARDS--Tehran--A bill giving the Revolutionary Guards the right to choose 
from among military draftees "to ensure the needs of the Pasdaran Army" was adopted 
in Majlis yesterday. The bill also gives the Revolutionary Guards the power to 
release the draftees when their military service is finished. Earlier, in a mve 
designed to prevent a split between the Pasdaran and the population, the Parliament 
adopted a bill which allowed the Revolutionary Guards to merge with tne Underprivi- 
leged Mobilization Organization, which handles the country's military instruction. 
This merger has been carried out throughout the country, particularly along the 
war fronts, [Text] (Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 31 Dec 80 p 1) 








KHAN AMMLSTED=9Ghirae, Dec, 30 (Pars)=-One of the notorious khane of Shirase, 
Mohammad Khan Zarghani and one of hie companions were killed in 4 clash with the 
Revelutionary Guards at Sadat Shahr (Sadatabad) reported Pars News Agency, Three 
of the khan's companions bossein Ali, Parshad Zarghani and the son-in-law of the 
khan have been arrested, the report adds, The clash, in which 4 Revolutionary 
Guard aleo injured, occured when the Revolutionary Guards went to arrest the khan 
at bie residence on orders by the Revolutionary Court, The Revolutionary Guards 
have seiced G=3 guns, a number of colts and two cartons of wine from them, (Text) 
[Tehran KAYWAN INTERNATIONAL in English 1 Jan 61 p 2) 





ARMENIAN SUPPORT=«lefahan, Dec, 30 (Pare)=-The Armenian Churches Association of 
iefahan and Southern Iran has denied that the Gregorian Churches have any link 
with the Catholics of Protestant churches, in 4 statement issued here. The state- 
ment further eaye that lranian Armenian soldiers are fighting against the ta‘athist 
aggteseore for the defense, freedom and integrity of the country, hand-in-hand with 
their lranian Muslia brothers, Thousands of Armenian brothers and sisters took 
shelter in other places in Iran during the first weeks of the imposed war, The 
iranian Armenian community has performed its sacred duty towards the country by 
contributing handsome amounts to the relief funds and by providing gen for the 
war, The said association has also appealed to the Armenian commmnity to observe 
the New Year's celebration with simplicity and to send their donations to the 
isfahan church, (text) (Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONMAL in Engiish 1 Jan 61 p 2) 


POLITICAL PRISONERS-<Tehran, Dec, 23 (Pars)-<The Lawyers Association of Iran has 
appealed in a letter to the Prosecutor-General of Lran to grant permission to the 
said association to study the conditions of political prisoners, reported Pars 
News Agency. The Association has also referred to 4 letter in which the political 
prisoners at Evin Prison have said that they would go on 4 two-week hunger strike 
if their demands were not accepted by the authorities. The lawyers Association's 
delegation consists of Dr, Kaci@ Patahiyan, Akbar Lajvardi and Mustafa Shariat. 
(Text) [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Dec 80 p 2) 


FiLM CRAWS TO PHILIPPINES--The supervisor and members of the Pajr Cinema Center 
met and conferred with the representative of the Morro Liberation Front and sember 
of other Musli@ Liberation Fronts in Lran yesterday morning. Following the meet- 
ing, 4 delegation was sent to the southern areas of the Philippines to produce 
reports and films, on behalf of the Center, It has been decided that such coopera- 
tion be — in the future, (text) (Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 

1 Jan 81 p 2 


ROAD CONSTRUCTION--Tabrizc, Dec. 23 (Pars)=-The office of road construction of the 
Construction Crusade in Tabrie announced that with a budget of 50 million rials, 
82 kilometers of rural roads have been constructed in the villages of Mayan, Selfi, 
Eejan, Khaseban, Ali Abad, Ghaslagh, Hasan Abad, Zinal Aghaj, Eaamieh, Dash Atan, 
Khoshknab, Klojeh, Ghoreshan, Shangal Abad, and Musaloo, [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN 
(NTERNATIONAL in English 24 Dec 80 p 4] 
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NON@OLL EXPORTS«=Tehran, Dec, 23 (Para)==The Export Promotion Center yesterday 
released details of Iran's non-oil exports for the year 1356 (year ending March 20, 
1980), During thie period Iran exported over 664,000 tons of goods valued at 
»5,666 million tials compared with 667,000 tons valued at 39,386 million riale in 
the previous year, an increase of 33 percent in volume and 69 percent in value, 
The rise in exports last year was due to increased shipments of carpets, agricul- 
tural produce, sea products, pharmaceuticals and industrial goods, Hand woven 
woolen carpets made up 45 percent of the total value of exports compared with 16 
percent in the year 1357 and 13 percent in 1356, Exports of fresh and dried fruit 
during the year were valued at 11,480 million riale, Other exports included hides 
and skins, wool, minerals and construction materials. (Text) [Tehran KAYHAN 
INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Dee 80 p 4) 


TRANSIT GOODS DOUBLE =-Radio Moscow. Last week, the Ielamic Consultative Assembly 
of ivan ratified the transit agreement which was signed in September this year 

by Iran and the USSR. Thies agreement provided for using Soviet territory for 
transit shipment of goods Iran purchases from European countries and also trane- 
port of goods made in Iran to European countries through Soviet territory. By 
order of Carter, the United States of America has stopped delivery of any kind 

of industrial products, foodstuffs, and medicines to Iran. The conservative 
government of Great Britain also has adopted this policy toward Iran. The impe- 
rialiete have actually announced an economic boycott against Iran and thereby 

they want to compromise Iran and divert it from the road the Iranian revolution 
has prepared. Radio Moscow said: “The volume of transit goods Iran sends through 
Soviet territory hase more than doubled since the revolution. After the revolution, 
the shipment of freighc to Iran through Soviet territory by rail, riverboat, 
seagoing ships, and especially by motor vehicles has increased greatly." Ship- 
mente to Iran through Astara and Jolfa consist of metal products, building 
materiale, chemical products, mineral fertilizers, tractors, paper, and medicines 
as well as foodetuffe euch as sugar, oil, and eggs. The main exporters of these 
goods are socialist countries such as Hungary, Bulgaria, East Germany, Romania, 
and Poland. [Text] [Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Dec 80 p 12-W] 
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NAPALM USE~-O heroic Peshmergas who have written struggling pages of history with 
your pure blood. O you who have sacrificed for a bright future for the Kurdish 
people and are resisting the enemy like steel: the fasciat enemy and the reac- 
tionary regimes which are supported by tmperialiem are exploiting our of! and 
agricultural production and, at the same time, are trading with our lives. They 
are killing our innocent people--hanging them. They are burning Kurdistan with 
napalm and phosphoric materiale, killing children and old people and killing the 
peasants and making them homeless. Therefore, you who are the Peshmergas of this 
people must be violent and steadfast against the enemy. Today, the fascists are 
weak because of the war they declared againet Iran. They have no fighting power 
left. The soldiers, officers and the masses are cursing the fascist regime. 
Strike, O Peshmergas, to foil the Tikriti conspiracies. [Excerpt] [JN161917 
(Clandestine) Voice of Iraqi Revolution in Surani Kurdish 1530 GMT 18 Jan 81) 


CONTRACT TO BUILD DAM--Baghdad, 25 Jan (INA)--Irrigation Minister ‘Abd al-Wahhab 
Mahmud signed a contract here today with two Italian and West German companies 

to build a dam on the Tigris River at a cost of 485 million Iraqi dinars. The 
dam, to be known ae the Mosul Dam in northern Iraq, will form a lake with a4 
storage capacity of 11.3 billion cubic meters of water which will generate 1,034 
megawatts of electric power and irrigate 1 million donums of agricultural land. 
The project is expected to be completed by the middle of 1986. [JN251615 Baghdad 
INA in Arabic 1415 GMT 25 Jan 861) 


CARGO TRUCKS FROM ROMANIA--Baghdad, 25 Jan (INA)--A contract whereby Romania will 
supply Iraq with cargo transport trucks at a cost of $112 million was signed here 
today by Trade Ministry Under Secretary Hatia ‘Abd al-Rashid and Ion Micolae, 
first deputy minister in the Romanian Ministry of Poreign Trade and International 
Cooperation. [JN251825 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1800 GMT 25 Jan 81) 


CSO: 4802 
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PROPOSED CANAL VIEWED AS LONG-STANDING ZIONIST PLAN 
London AL -HAWADITW in Arabic 7 Nov 80 pp 37-38 


[Article: “Political Maneuver, Zionist Dream or Elections Propaganda?’ 
leraeli Experte Describe Canal Project Between Mediterranean and Dead Seas 
as ‘Hasty and lrresponsible'”) 


[Text] The project to dig a canal between the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Dead Sea is not 4 few one in the Zionist strategy. Planners have been 
thinking about it even before the etate of lerael was created, 


Some people say that the project is the brainchild of Theodor Herzl, the 
founder of the Zionist Movement who convened the first Zionist Congress 
in Basel in 1897, Herel had proposed that project in his book, “Old, 
New Land.” 


Some people say that a Swies engineer called Max Burkhart had presented to 
Herel written suggestions about two canale that would supply electrical 
power to the Jewish estate. 


History aleo tells ue that the American professor Walter Claus Lowdermilk 
wrote about the poesibility of digging a canal in hie book, "Palestine, 

the Promised Land” which was published in 1944. Lowdermilk said that he 
had seen in his life numerous projects in various countries where land 

had been reclaimed and that he was aoved by what he had seen. When he was 
touring [the area! in 1939, he flew over the Jordan Valley, which is 

i, 300 feet below sea level and a relatively short distance from the 
Mediterranean Sea. “Il saw the difference in altitude between the two areas, 
and | became aware of the existence of a wonderful opportunity to build a 
project for generating 4 great deal of electricity.” 


Lowdermilk added in his book that he had heard that a French engineer had 
proposed 4 similar project 50 years earlier. He may have been referring to 
Max Burkhart whom we have already mentioned. Lowdermilk also added that 
Herzl had mentioned something about the project in his book. Lowdermilk 
may have stated that to remove suspicion that there may be a relationship 
between the thinking of the two gen. 
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At any rate, Lowdermilk'’s visit and report led him to propose [the establish- 
ment of | what he called the Jordan Valley Authority, We thought that the 
project to dig the canal would stimulate the economic, agricultural and 
induetrial prospects for approximately 4 million Jews who were refugees from 
hurope if they were to immigrate to the country to flee Nagiem, In addition, 
approximately 1.8 million Arabs and Jews who were living in Palestine and 

in bast Jordan would also prosper, 


Lowdermilk thought that Palestine needed water and electricity, We thought 
that regulating the flow of water from the Jordan and Al-Yarmuk (rivers) and 
from Wadi al-Zarqa’ to the surrounding planes and foothills would irrigate 
the farme of the Jordan Valley and reclaim the land there for agriculture. 
This would expand the cultivated terrain to 300,000 donuma; it had been 
155,000 donume only, 


Lowdermilk aleo thought that the rest of the water, which could be made to 
reach the areas of al-Hawlah or the plane of Maraj ibn ‘Amir or others, may 
add to the terrain of reclaimed lands, 


With regard to generating power Lowdermilk thought that the water in the 
Dead Sea was diminishing continuously because of evaporation. He thought 
that digging a canal and a tunnel from Haifa to the Jordan Valley, which is 
only 25 miles away, would carry enough water from the Mediterranean Sea to 
the area north of the Jordan Valley. He estimated that that water woui/ 
flow at a rate of about 1,000 cubic meters per second. He thought that this 
water may make up for the water lost in the Dead Sea because of evaporation 
and that thie water can generate between 76,000 and 110,000 kilowatts of 
electricity. [The flow of) additional water may make the generating capacity 
as high ae 150,000 kilowatts. 


These dream, however, were not realized becaure of the struggle that developed 
during the daye of the British mandate, because of the Arab-Jewish dispute in 
Palestine and because of Zionist expansion in the country that was supported 
by British colonialism and by U.S. imperialiem. Projects to reclaim the 
Palestinian land were halted and so were all forms of development projects. 

it may even be said that all the possible economic, social and political 
developments were affected and that the [British] mandate government which was 
supposed to develop the country and the affaires of its population turned the 
hande of the clocks backwards for the Arab population in Palestine. 


At the heart of this situation, that is, between the early years of the 
British mandate since the British occupation of the country in 1917 and the 
creation of the state of lserael in 1948, is the fact that there was 4 

jewieh authority inside Palestine. This was the Jewish agency that was 
affiliated with the International Zionist Organization. There was a Zionist 
Jewish council called Ya'‘ed Le‘umi--that is, a national council--which super- 
vieed various affaires of interest to Jews in Palestine. It did so in an 
extensive way under the nose and within the view of the British Government. 
This agency was more like a government within the [British] mandate government. 








History telle us that the Jews were thinking first of a canal such ae the 
one proposed by Lowdermilk, but that they changed and altered their minds 
after being engaged in lengthy, serious studies, It seema that the 
historical developments, the flow of Jewiah settlers and emigrants during 
the days of the mandate and the preparations for the creation of the 
fational Jewish homeland in accordance with the Balfour Declaration made 
4ioniem think seriously about the implementation of future economic projects, 
One of these projects was that of (digging) a canal to join the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Dead Sea, 


begin's government adopted 4 resolution approving the studies pertaining to 
this subject in ite session of last 24 August, It seems that Ierael has 
development plane for the Jordan Valley and that it is quite interested in 
improving agricultural conditions and developing the sources of electrical 
power in the Jordan Valley. It is even interested in establishing tourist 
areas in the Valley, according to available information referred to by press 
and media circles, 


Available historical information indicates that actual Zionist planning began 
in 1937 when some Zionist leaders went on an inapection tour in the southern 
areas of the Jordan Valley. David Ben Gurion, Pearl Kate Nelson, Eliahu Golomb, 
Abraham Hartefeld, Menahem Bader, Joseph Avidor and Shlomo Gur took part in 
that tour. 


One of the consequences of thie tour was that serious thinking about building 
the canal began. However, political developments in Palestine prevented the 
continuation of the studies or the work. 


After the 1967 war there was a second tour of the same area, all along the 
jordan Valley. The tour began from Jerusalem and ended across the Negev and 
Ariha to Bisan. Those who went on the tour this time were other people: 

they were Israeli experts and government men. Serious studies and continuous 
preparations for implementation began in the second half of 1967. 


Shiomo Gur, one of those who took part in the first tour said that during 

the 13 years of occupation, "We kept the vision of implementing that plan 

in our eyes. We were afraid that the water of the Jordan River may dry up 
because the Jordanians wanted to irrigate their land from the Yarmuk and 

the Jordan rivere on the eastern bank. They wanted to build a dam which 
would be completed in 1983. They were building other subsidiary dams. All 
of this would have turned the southern region of Israel into a parched desert. 
israeli experts used to refer to these fears as “an environmental disaster.” 


In order to prevent this disaster, the Israeli experts’ basic idea was to 
reconsider digging the canal and the tunnel from Haifa and the Jordan Valley 
across the plane of Maraj ibn ‘Amir and the al-Hawlah area. But this plan 
relied to some extent on the cooperation of the Jordanian Government, and 
political conditions did not make the task easier. Israel then thought that 
establishing such a eclution by having the waters of the Mediterranean Sea 











flow inte its planes in the nerthern areas, through Jordan to south lerae! 
in the Negev, Wedi ‘Arabah and llat meant first an extensive reclamation of 
agricultural land, lt aleo meant generating almost 3} billion kilowatts of 
electricity, that is, W percent of Ierael's needs, 


The leraeli idea was that the areas of Bisan and Ariha would become areas of 
major industrial and agricultural development, 


There was awother Israeli idea of digging a lS-kilometer canal between lilat 
and the port of ‘Aqabah eo that the area would be like that of the port of 
Antwerp and Rotterdam, and trade and industry would develop there too, 


All these ideas failed because of the existing political dispute between 
israel and the Arabs, Iserael did not doubt that the continuation of Jordan's 
feud with Israel would impede ite ambitions for industrial, agricultural 

and commercial development in Ilat, in the southern area of the Jordan 
Valley and even in Haifa, Bisan and al<Hawlah. Wence, it is possible to 
explain lerael's desire for Jordan to enter into agreements similar to the 
Camp David accords, The intended benefit would have been considerable 

for lerael, especialiy in the economic area. It may be accurate to say that 
the Labor Part) 's position on Jordan my also be explained on the basis of 
that Zionist perty's desire to achieve Ieraeli ambitions such as the ones 

to which we have referred. 


There is no doubt that electrical power today is one of Israel's most important, 
essential, development needs, especially in the area of industry and after 

the increase in oil prices since the 1973 war. Without electriciy Israel 

cannot continue developing ite industry and competing in markets, especially 

if oil prices continue their steady increase, 


On thie basie lerael is making 4 serious effort these days to use coal as a 
substitute for oi] to generate electricity; it is also trying to find energy 
from synthetic fue) ofl pools. For this reason also the Israeli Government 
recently formed private and government corporations to import coal that would 
be used to generate electricity, 





On the other hand israel has been thinking recently of using cascading vater 
to generate electricity. Accordingly, it studied the matter of digging a 
canal between che Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea in accordance with 

the announcement made by Begin's government. 


in this regard it may be said that the increase in oil prices motivated 

Israel to find this solution as quickly as it can. Therefore, the government 

eet up two agencies to look into the matter. The first one was 4 parliamentary 
committee in the Knesset. It was formed in 1974 and was chaired by Yigal Allon, 
who was first minister of culture and then minister of foreign affaires in 

Yitzhaq Rabin's cabinet. The second committee was [to devote itself to] 
scientific studies and research. It included men from the Ministry of Energy 

and from the state-wide Israeli power company and advisers from the universities 
of israel. This committee was chaired by the well-known physicist 

Yuval Ne’eman who had previously been senior scientist in the Ministry of Defense. 
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At present he is president of the extremist Natehiya==the Awakening=~-party, 
file cOmmittee has ¢1 members, and its vice president is Ammon Yinaf, It has 
ov far studied 2/ plane and projects for the proposed pian, It has been 
doing that for the past 14 months, since 14 December 1978; recently, it 
presented ite plan to Begin's government for approval, 


According to the committee's estimates the project may cost about $700 or $800 
Million, lt @y even cost @ore depending upon the continuing increase in 
prices in lerael, tleraeli sources indicate that funde are not available, 

in fact Minister of Finance VYigael Nurwite asked that project funde be 
Allocated outside the budget, It seems that contacte with the United States 
tu secure financial help have not yet met with approval, Therefore, govern- 
ment circles are thinking about financing the project jointly between the 
government and foreign financiers, 


The Ne'eman Committee saye that diverting water from the Mediterranean and 
mking it flow and cascade 1,200 feet inte the Dead Sea may generate about 

600 @egawatte of the electricity which lerael coneumes. The total electricity 
larael comeumes ampunte to 2,600 megawatts per year. The eum of money that 

is required for investment may come to $600 million. [The project] may cover 
ite coste in W vyeare, 


The committee's report stated that the power stations would be closed or 
opened and that they would be used only when electricity is needed, [The 
report aleo stated) that power production may cover 15 percent of the power 
consumed by lerael., 


The report indicated that the flow of water in the proposed canal my help 
in the problem of cooling which lIeraeli industry needs. 


the committee presented three proposed plans. The first plan has the canal 
going from Haifa to Jagril Valley and a:-Hamadiyah and then siope downward 

of ite own accord into the Jordan area. The second plan has the canal coming 
from the sea through al-Makhia, the hille of Hebron and Qamaran to the Dead 

sea. The third plan has the canal beginning at the sea to al-Qatif near 

Khan Yunis, then flowing to North Negev, to ‘Ayn Bagiq and then to the Dead Sea. 


he committee supporte following the last plan. it considered the first pian 
be uneconomical and costing 4 great deal of money. in addition, there 
were threats to the enviroment in the area of the Jordan Valley. in the 
second plan the [proposed] tunnel would be about 80 kilometers long and 
5 meters in diameter. Work on that tunnel would require high technology, 
und ite route would go through the occupied area near hills where caves, 
averns and deep holes abound. This would cause problems and difficulties 
during work. In addition, the plan would not be economical. Although some 
committee membere raised political reasons against the second plan be-«suse 
the line would go through occupied land on the West Bank, the committee did 
not consider them important. 


The third plan proposed by the committee [would have the canal] going through 
al-Qatif near Khan Yunis to North Negev, south of Bi'r al-Sab' to ‘Ayn Baqiq 
and then to the Dead Sea. The committee bore in mind that if political reasons 
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prevented this, it would be all right to begin the canal near the area of 
Nitganim without going through the Gaga Strip, But the committee preferred 
to begin from ale-Qatil because the cost [of the project] would drop by 

960 million and the distance would be shortened by 10 kilometers, 


At any rate the length of the proposed canal would be 22 kilometers, It 
would be an open canal at firat, then it would turn into a tunnel that would 
be 80 kilometers long and 5 meters in diameter, The tunnel would be built 
“OO meters under the surface of the earth and it would run until ‘Ayn Baqiq 
where two or three collection lakes would be built. From there water would 
fiow into the pumping stations, 


Project experte are saying that they need half a year to carry out the re- 
Mining chemical teats and engineering plans. They are saying that making 
the preparations and furnishings for the work may require approximately 

/ yeate of more and that construction may last between 4 and 6 years. Thus, 
the project will need between 8 and 10 years, 


The Likud government approved the project on 24 August. <A decision was made 
to form an economic committee and a technological committee to investigate 
4ii aspects of the project, 


No sooner did the government do this, than voices were heard warning against 
the consequences of continuing this project. 


Shlome Gur, one of the initiators of the idea who had accompanied Ben Gurion 
and hie companions on their tour in 1937 had said at the outset that imple- 
mentation of the canal was politically impossible because it may cause a 
dispute with Jordan. 


He sent a protest letter to Begin. One of the statements he made [in that 
letter) was that Jordan was paying enormous amounts of capital to develop 
projects for mining raw materials from the Dead Sea and that the existence 
of these projects would make it impossible for Israel to divert water from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea even if Jordan were to approve this. 


Ine second objection came from tvo members of the Ne'eman Committee. 
Professor Itan Shishenski and Professor Za‘'if Hirsch from the College of 
Economics of Hebrew University stated in a letter to Ne'eman that the 
study was incomplete and that the committee had not yet approved all the 
plans. 


But the Israeli press plaved a broader role in criticizing the project. 
HA'ARETZ stated that the project decision was “irresponsible and hasty." 
HA'ARETZ also stated that knowledgeable economic circles believed that 
estimates of project costs were about $1.5 billion and not $700 million as 
the government had stated. 


‘AL HAMISHMAR which speaks for the United Labor Party, MAPAM, stated that 
the project was not considered to be economically successful because all 
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experts in the field expected a noticeable decline in rea! of] prices, 
Furthermore, the project would not yield major benefits for lerael because 
ite implementation would last several years, and this would mae investors 
reluctant to rlek their money and to contribute to it, 





The newspaper affirmed that the government had been the victim of a maneuver 
by one of the representatives of the Hatehiya--the Awakening--movement, It 
etated: "This maneuver is similar in substance and in results to the 
Jerusalem annexation law.” 


YEDI'OT AMARONOT considered the decision a wise one for that time, "It seems 


better to imerease costs by 8 percent so that the project would begin near 
"A on and not near Khan Yunis because this will spare us from security 
an itical complications," 


THLE -ERUSALEM POST cautioned that a solution was etill required for financing 
the project, 


Keeping up with the news of this proposed canal which is reported by Israeli 
newspapers and local media and discussed in political circles, it seems 

that the government's announcement of accepting the proposals of the 
Ne'eman Committee, particularly at this time when funds for implementation 
are not yet available, was made by the Begin government for a purpose or 

an objective, 


And here conjectures come into the considerations of observers. 


Some observers are asking why the government would approve such a tremendous 
project at a time when feuds between some ministries and the Ministry of 
Finance were flaring; threats of resignations were spreading because of the 
recommendations that the minister of finance had made to save money and to 
cut funds from the budget; and when funds for the project have not been 
allocated, have not been promised and do not exist! 


There are those who are (wondering) why the government would approve this 
major project when there are other incomplete studies in Israel on saving 
energy and there are studies of projects of synthetic fuel ofl pools, or 
studies of attempts to use soft coal, solar energy or other resources. 


Some observers are also recalling what Begin had said a few weeks ago when he 
affirmed for the first time that he would not resign to give in to the 
pressures of those who want to have earlier elections for the next Knesset. 
Begin said about the remaining period of his term, “The remaining period 

is a lengthy one” during which his government can do a great deal. One of 

the statements he had made that day was that his government "can begin a 

major project to connect the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea by a new canal.” 


[t seems there are many questions these days about this subject. The answers, 
however, are still confusing. It may, nevertheless, be said that Israel is 
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serious about digging 4 canal between the two bodies of water because this 
has been a Zion. at dream for a long time, It also seema that Begin is serious 
about attempting to begin implementation [of the preject], Begin's attempts 
these days can only be explained on three bases, Begin is either naneuvering 
for political reasons, brandishing statements for the purpose of the political 
game that is being played in the area, or he ia serious about implementing 
the Zionist program according to the given factors that are available to him 
so hie name would be recorded in history on the basis of the fact that this 
project was accomplished or begun during his administration, Begin may also 
want to capture the attention and the affection of the Israeli voter since his 
party is on the verge of the next elections which, to say the least, may be 
described as rigorous, This is because support for the Likud government 
during the last 3 years has been declining among the Israeli masses. This is 
in accordance with the indications of popular polls conducted by Israeli 
newspapers or organizations, 
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JORDAN 


CALL TO OPEN BORDERS TO FEDAYEEN DISMISSED 
JN241918 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 24 Jan 81 
[Station commentary | 


[Text] At the Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference in al-Ta'if, ‘Abd al-Halim 
Khaddam, Syrian foreign minister, asked the frontline states to open the Arab 
fronts to the PLO. Everyone knows that the frontline states are Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon following Egypt's departure from the confrontation. It is clear that 
Khaddem's call for opening the fronts to the PLO was dictated by Syria's spirit 
of cutbidding. It is the same spirit which has controlled intra-Arab relations 
fer long periods and has only increased Arab setbacks and catastrophes because 
such outbidding on pan-Arab issues was exploited only to achieve regional goals. 
Syria's goals behind this proposal are as clear as day. We would have wished to 
believe the sincerity of such a proposal had the outbidder been able to provide 
concrete proof of his own ability to carry it out. 


[It seems that the pressure of internal events in Syria has made Khaddam forget 
this fact. His intentions were clear to the Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference 
because he called for something which he himself cannot accomplish. 


Joseph abu Khatir, Lebanon's representative to the conference, replied that 
Lebanon is presently destroyed, shredded and fragile. This answer should have 
made it clear to Khaddam that opening the Lebanese front is impossible. The 
destruction, shredding and encircling of Lebanon with a red line, the unifil 
barrier, and the agreed upon nonfriction lines between the Syrian and Israeli 
forces preclude involving Lebanon in demands submitted in the framework of out- 
biddings which sidestep and ignore the status quo. The sympathetic position of 
Faruq Qaddumi, the PLO envoy, toward the explanation provided by the Lebanese 
delegation had its own meaning and significance in exposing the Syrian request. 


It might be well to remind the Syrian minister that successive Arab summit con- 
ferences, including the Baghdad Summit, were unanimous about opening the Arab 
fronts in accordance with a unified Arab military strategy. We remind him that 
Syria was the most enthusiastic support of this stand but only to justify its 

own stand on the positioning of the UN forces in the Golan. These UN forces came 
in accordance with the disengagement agreement signed between Syria and Israel, 
as did the unifil in Lebanon--the story of whose presence in southern Lebanon is 
well known--when Syria became directly responsible for Lebanon after its forces 
entered Lebanon in 1976 following the collapse of the Lebanese state and its 
establishments, particularly the military. 








It might aleo be beneficial to recall that achievement of the Syrian request 
requires two steps: firat, the withdrawal of the UN forcea from the Golan, as 
late Jamal ‘abd al-Nasir accomplished in 1967, and, second, removal of Syria's 
hand from the PLO's will and ite deatiny, and Syria's abandonment of its policy 
of hegemony over the PLO and of absorbing it within the Syrian stand. This is 
particularly so because the PLO ia directly concerned with this request in Light 
of the Syrian forces’ control of the Lebanese territories. 


The Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference stand ignored the Syrian request, thereby 
expressing the conference's understanding of the motives behind the Syrian request, 
which sought only to outbid Jordan 80 as to achieve a propaganda victory to help 
Syria coverup its inability to face ite domestic and Arab problems. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


LSLAMIC APPEAL~-Amman, 23 Jan (QNA)--The Islamic Organizations Council in Jordan 
has cabled his majesty King Khalid Ibn ‘abd al-'Aziz of Saudi Arabia, appealing 
to him to work with the Islamic states’ leaders in liberating the holy lands and 
stopping the L[ranian-Iraqi war. The council has sent another cable to lLranian 
religious leader Imam Ayatollah Khomeyni, urging Iran to participate in the Third 
Islamic Summit Conference. The council comprises a grouping of the various 
Islamic bodies and organizations, in addition to the Islamic World League branch 
in Jordan. [Text] [JN231543 Dona QNA in Arabic 1400 GMT 23 Jan 81) 


BORDER REINFORCED, PRISONERS MOVED--According to travelers from Amman, the 

Jordanian forces deployed all along the borders with Syria are carrying out unusual 
activity and have recently been reinforcing their positions and intensifying anti- 
vehicle mines in the area. This activity, the travelers report, includes erecting 
high sand barriers in some areas and digging trenches 3 meters wide and 2 meters 
deep in other areas. On 22 December the Jordanian intelligence moved six Fedayeen 
from their detention camps in al-'Abdali area to al-Mahattah central prison in 

Amman. AS-SAFIR has learned from reliable sources that these Fedayeen are: Mazin 
‘Izzat Khalil, Khalil Mahmud Ibrahim As'ad, Mahmud ‘abd Sadiq Samhan, Khalid Na'im 
‘abd al-Qadir, Bassam Ahmad al-Hayfawi, and Tawfiq ‘abd al-Ilah Staytiyah. They 

are all Fatah members--western sector. They were arrested in November on the eve 

of the Amman Summit Conference. According to the same sources, the number of 
Palestinian resistance members detained in al-Mahattah central prison is as follows: 
32 Fatah members; 9 members of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine; 
3 members of the Popular Front-General Command; 3 members of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine; 5 members of the Arab Liberation Front; 5 members of 
the Palestinian Liberation Front; 1 member of al-Sa'iqah; and 1 member of the 
Popular Struggle Front. The sources confirm that five detainees, all of them Fatah 
members, have been sentenced to death. [Excerpt] [NC260936 Beirut AS-SAFIR in 
Arabic 24 Jan 81 p 1] 
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LIERANON 


MEDIA STRUGGLE CONTINUES THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
LDI61717 Kuwait KUNA in English 1006 GT 15 Jan 61 


i\Text| Beirut, Jan 15 (RKUNA)=<Lebanon hae siraculously avoided the outbreak of 
a potential “television war” among private «tations when warring Moslem and 
Christian factions controlling the facilities decided “not to be" in the field. 


Information Minister Michael Edde shuttled between Beirut's Christian and pre- 
dominantly Moslem sectors during the first two weeks of this year to convince 
leaders of the Christian Phalange Party and Moslem "Al Mourabitoun” to call off 
plane aimed at launching their respective "Pree Lebanon Television" and "Arab 
Lebanon Television” etations. 


The two stations have been conducting competitive transmission tests on channel 
i2, legally owned by the state television, but left free for undeclared reasons. 


Then “Arab Lebanon Television” was screening the “message movie" which narrates 
the advent of Islam last Saturday evening when 411 of a sudden the signal of 
“Free Lebanon Television” appeared on the screen as well along with songs by the 
famous Lebanese entertainer Pairouz. 


Fifteen minutes later, the two stations turned into jamming each other strongly. 
The combined picture faded away amidst calle of “Allah Akbar” by the sessage 
actors and chante of “I love you Lebanon” by Pairouz. 


The “television war” is considered dormant, for the time being, following success 
of Edde's mediation with Phalange Party leader Pierre Geyamel and Mourabitoun 
chief Ibrahie Qoleilat. But, the question that remains without 4 clear answer 
is: How long would the state of dormancy last? 


The Phalange Party, which fields the largest Christian militia in Lebanon, started 
beating the “television war” drums last November when it announced plans for 
launching its own television station. 


oletilat, whose Mourabitoun constitute the largest Moslem militia in Beirut, was 
fast in countering the “threat” and warned that “Arab Lebanon Television" was 
ready to start transmission as soon as the Phalangist organ goes on the air. 


The competition was too stimulating to former Lebanese President Suleiman Franjieh, 
himself a Christian but anti-Phalangist. His private "Marada” (giants) brigade 
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hinted that ita “Unified Pree Lebanon Television” can start tranemission from a 
relay station in the northern o tains “within a short period of time.” 


The Mourabitoun announced early this year that their television will start services 
on January 15 to coincide with the birthday anniversary of the Egyptian President 
Gamal Abdul Nasir, but on Monday the group issued another statement saying such a 
atep requires a “political decision” by the movement's leadership which will be 
issued by Qoleilat himself on January 15. 


The two parties had entered the information competition in the height of the 
1975-76 Lebanese civil war with the Phalangiets launching their "Voice of Lebanon" 
radio station and the Mourabitoun replying by "Voice of Arab Lebanon.” 

The “partition epidemic,” as termed by a leading columnist, quickly spread into 

the state-run “Radio Lebanon.” The Ministry of Information's Moslem and leftist 
employees seized control of the station's studios and offices in Beirut's western 
sector while Christian employees operated from a relay station in Amchitt, 47 
kilometers north of Beirut in the Christian hinterland. The two legitimate stations 
went on the air under the same official name “Radio Lebanon." 


The two official radio stations were re-united early in 1977 following the end of 
the full-scale civil war, but Phalangist militia leader Bachir Gemayel--who also 
heads the alliance of Christian militia forces--rushed to operate his “Voice of 
Free Lebanon” radio station. 


Following the outbreak of hostilities between Franjich and the Phalangists in 1978 
the former president launched his "Voice of Unified Free Lebanon” radio station 

to counter "Phalangist partitionist propaganda” and call for peaceful coexistence 
among the country's Moslem and Christian communities in a “Unified Free Lebanon.” 


The Israeli-backed renegade Lebanese army Maj Saad Haddad started the "Voice of 
Hope” radio station in his nine--kilometer--deep Christian enclave of southern 
Lebanon along the ®&-kilometer border with Israel. 


Haddad's Mosiem counterpart, Renegade let Lt Ahmed al-Khatib of the breakaway 
"Lebanese Arab army,” countered the challenge by his "Voice of the Arab Revolu- 
tion radio station. 


The Palestine Liberation Organization, which is a major party to Lebanon's domestic 
developments, has been operating its central "Voice of Palestine” radio station 
from Beirut's Moslem sector since 1970. 


The station, headed by Nabil Amre of Yasir Arafat's mainstream guerrilla faction, 
al Fatah, is directly controlled by the PLO while the numerous other “voices” of 
Palestine operate on-and-off under the strict supervision of hosting Arab regimes. 
They frequently broadcast anti-PLO propaganda in case of a conflict between the 
respective hosting Arab regime and the umbrella guerrilla organization. 


A group of Lebanese amateurs, mostly students under the age of 26, recently 
entered the radio station competition field to [word garbled] the “peaceful, life- 
loving Lebanese" through the “non-political, non-commercial Mount Lebanon Radio” 
which broadcasts music, songe and popular jokes for the average of 10 hours daily. 








The station, which is rapidly gaining wide-ranging popularity among Lebanon's 3,5 
million inhabitants does not broadcast news or any sort of political commentary, 
however, aleo it does not broadcast advertisement. 


Plurality that prevailed over the radio and television sectora in Lebanon was even 
more critically reflected in the presse media, 


86 publications appear regularly in the 10,000-square-kilometer Lebanon out of 
which only 3) are “legitimate” operating under an official license from the 
Ministry of information, 


The remaining 55 publications are sponsored by the various warring Lebanese fac- 
tions and Palestinian guerrilla groups that make use of the state of chaos which 
overwhelmed the country since the outbreak of the civil war, 


Four weekly magazines “emigrated” to western Buropean capitals, mainly Parise and 
London, to avoid taking the risk of publishing sensitive Lebanese or Arab topice 
in Lebanon, 


But, despite thie emigration, the publisher-editor of weekly “Al, HAWADESS,” Salim 
al=-Lawei, which appears in London, was assassinated in Lebanon early last year. 


Riad Taha, chairman of the Lebanese Publishers’ Syndicate and Yahya Haszouri, a 
pro-Iraqi reporter, were also shot dead in Lebanon in 1980. 


Before the outbreak of the civil war on April 13, 1975 there were 53 daily news- 
papers publishing in Lebanon, 43 in Arabic, five in French, four in Armenian and 
one in English in addition to 100 weeklies, fortnightly and monthly magazines 
and periodicals. 


But, despite the impact of the civil war, no subject with regard to Lebanon, the 
Middle East or the world is taboo in the Lebanese press. 


What leftist publications cannot, or do not, carry is front-paged by the right- 
wing press and vice versa. 


In the past newspapers were careful about delving into military matters or topics 
pertaining to the Lebanese army. Today this is not the case. Papers frequently 
carry extensive detailed reports about “secret” meetings of the army command. 


Another significant aspect of the Lebanese press is that it is 4 source of news 
about the Arab world, but credibility of such reports is highly questionable. 


The Beirut press remains a main source for news about dissident and opposition 
factions in the Middle East. Opposition leaders from all parts of the Arab world 
have resorted to Beirut, at separate times, to hold news conferences and project 
their cause to the Arab world through the Lebanese press. 


[Several words garbled) free press in the Arab world exists in Lebanon commented 
a radical Palestinian guerrilla leader. “Beirut, despite anything you might say 
against it, remains the information capital of the Arabs.” 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


INAUGURATION OF NATIONAL GUARD'S “EW HEADQUARTERS COMPLEX 
Riyadh AL“RIYAD in Arabic 12 New 80 p 5 


“Article by Mulhagmad al-Sulayman: “The National Guard's Bullding Complex Ie Being 
Gonetructed In Aecordance With the Most Up-to-Rate Principles of Gonet ruct ing 
Military Command Headquarters”) 


[Text] The designing of the complex takes into consideration the facilitation of 
administrative communications between the various unite in order to achieve 
the highest level of performance. 


The new complex includes a computer and sicrofilam center, and ite central Library 
will have 50,000 volumes. 


The National Guard is vacating 10 buildings in the city of Riyadh. This sorning 
Hie Majesty King Khalid inaugurates the new headquarters complex of the Nat ional 
Guard in a big ceremony which is being held by the National Guard for this occasion. 
The complex, which the “ational Guard has erected in order to include the Nat ional 
Guard's command ae well as ite various administrative unite, fulfills one of the 
vital demande of the National Guard's ailitary units. Thies demand was to achieve 

a4 more harmonious coordination of the work done by the National Guard in order to 
provide a higher level of performance. The complex is being constructed in accord- 
ance with the gost up-to-date engineering theories for the construction of military 
inetallations which are designed to house administrative and command apparatus-- 
engineering theories which have witnessed great changes that have reached their 
peak in the post<WW II period. 


™ instructions from the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, His Majesty King 
Khalid, and hie heir apparent [Prince Pahd], the National Guard began ite path 
along the road of development, growth, and progress under the leadership of fis 
Highness Prince ‘Abdallah Thn ‘Abd al-‘'Agiz, the second deputy prime minister and 
head of the National Guard, and hie deputy Prince Badr [bn ‘Abd al-‘Azviz. The 
National Guard hae made well-planned strides along the path of progress. It has 
transformed the traditional infantry unite into sechanized infantry unite in order 
to provide mobility, flexibility, and fire-power concentration. It has also de- 
veloped ite signal corps and geans of communication, and has reorganized the ad- 
ministrative etructure of its troop unite in order to achieve the same degree of 
development in all of ite military units. The need began to be felt to have a head- 
quarters complex which would guarantee a higher level of performance in the 











National Guard's operations, and would provide positive channels of communication 
for the issuing ead receiving of the inetruct ions and ordere given by the commanders 
in the National Guard, There was aleo a seed to achieve direct and inetantaneous 
horizontal communication between the various administrative unite eo that there 
would be coordination in thetre joint activities and in order to guarantee compiete 
harmony between the various command elements and apparatuses. This ie important in 
order tO guarantee speed and economy of performance as well ae to prevent admini- 
attative obetacies, This was why thought began to be given to the construction of 
thie huge headquarters complex, 


Planning the Gomplex 


As soon a6 Prince ‘Abdallah teesued the orders to begin the planning of this pro- 
ject, the apparatus of the National Guard began to take action and it received 
the support of the government agencies concerned. 


After initlal etudies were prepared by those responsible for technical matters 

in the National Guard, in cooperation with the Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
(formerly known as the Department of Public Works), initial designe for the project 
were nade Then the international fire tLudley wae given the job of preparing 
the final design: for the complex, based on the initial designe already made. This 
wae done under t\« supervision of the American Corpse of Engineers. Then the pro- 
ject's total budget was authorized. 


The operation of carrying out this project was entrusted to the American Corps of 
Pagineere which, in turn, assigned to job to two companies, the American fire 
Nimatie, and the Korean firm Sam Won. They were aaesigned to jointly execute the 
project, under the direct supervision of the Corps of Engineers which possesses 
extensive expertice in this field. 


The eteps for implementing this gigantic project began when Prince ‘Abdallah un- 
veiled the commemorative plaque of the project and laid its cornerstone, signifying 
that work on the project had begun. Studies which had been made previous to this 
historic event detersined the final costs of this huge project as being about 940 
million Seudi riyale. it was estimated that within 40 months the building complex 
would be ready to have personnel start working there. This enormous project covers 
an atea of 195,000 equare meters. Of thie total area, 83,000 square meters are 
overed by the buildings. There are 13 buildings made of prefabricated concrete, 
and they meet the needs of this large ailitary organization in terms of what it 
requires for faet and flexible performance. It was a challenge to finish building 
all of this in euch a brief period of time. 


The new building complex gathers all of the National Guard's admwinistrative head- 
quarters unite into one place. As a result of this, the National Guard is vacating 
about 10 buildings, in different parts of Riyadh, which have been occupied by 
several administrative unite before being transferred to the new building complex. 


The new building complex includes the following: the command building, that is, the 
sffices of the commander of the National Guard, his deputy commander, and ass itant 
deputy; the administrative office building, which includes underground command 
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headquarters; an assembly hall which seats 500 persons; the Signal Corps building; 
the mosque, which is large enough to accommodate 2,000 worshipers; the MP head- 
quartere; the MP barracks; the prison; the utility building, which tncludes the 


water-cooling tower ae well as the switches and panele for regulating and monitor- 
ing the ale conditioning for the building complex; the vehicle repair building, 
which has the capacity to service 30 vehicles at any one given time; site installa- 


tions, ineluding the carporte, suneheltere, fuel-dietribut ton station, fire-engine 
bullding, and the electric power sub-station; and the sewage treatment building. 


‘Special Features of the Comp lex 


The new Nat lonal Guard headquarters complex is characterized by a number of 
special features, from the technical and engineering point of view, and includes 
numerous facilities to serve ite personnel. When designing this complex, the de- 
signere benefited from lessons which they had learned and shortcomings which they 
had observed in bullding complexes of a similar type in other parte of the world. 
Thus thie complex emerged in an integral fore which permite the possibility of 

ex pansion tin the future. 


fase of GCommuntcation Between the Unite in the Complex 


The complex coneiste of 1) buildings which, taken as a whole, constitute the units 
{ the headquarters complex. For this reason, it was necessary to link all of 
them together through several basic and alternate means of access which are able 
to accomplish this both during peacetiae and during wart ime. 


These means of access which link the various headquarters unite with each other 
are both vertical and horizontal. The vertical gseans of access include stairs 
which have been put in all parts of the main building and which were designed in 
such a way that those who use them do not become exhausted. There are also seven 
private elevators in the various parts of this building. These elevatore run 
continuously, day and night. Also the stairs serve as an alternate means of 
access in case these elevators are out of operation for any reason. 


This building also has three underground tunnels. One of them leads to the command 
headquarters, another one leads to the Signal Corps building, and the third one 
leads to the mosque as well as to the area where vehicles come to load and unload 
materiale that are in the storage rooms in the basement. 


here are also two covered walkways, one of which connects the headquarters build- 
ing with the administration building--and it is a suspended walkway--and the 
ther one leads to the Signa! Corps headquarters. 


All of these tunnels, walkways, elevators, and stairs, in addition to the roads 
which are outside, constitute a good access network which enables one to move 
among the various areas of the building complex. 


e administration buildings house a large number of employees and consequently 
1 large number of cars come and go from these buildings. This places a large 
burden on the streets which surround these buildings if there are no parking areas 
for euch care. For this reason, the designers provided parking space for the cars 
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inside the complex, There are 61,309 square meters of parking space, all of which 
is paved, and this te enough to park about 900 vehicles More than 500 of the 
vehicles can fit inte carporte which protect tham from the heat of the sun in the 
summer and from the rain which comes during the winter. 


These parking spaces lead to main roads which are 7.3 meters wide and to side 
streets which are 6 @etere wide, The etreete and parking spaces were built with 

a elight incline eo that the rain water will drain off into a special area out- 

side the building. The complex has been provided with a modern radio and telephone 
communications network which links all of the unite of the building, both vertically 
and horiventally. his communications network is aleo linked to the unite, divi- 
sions, and brigades which are stationed in various places throughout the country. 


There is also a sound=-amplifying system, in the administration building and in the 
mosque, which ie of the highest possible quality. Likewise, there is an audio- 
visual intercom system in the headquarters building and between the administrative 
offices, the Signal Corps building, and the MP station. This system includes a 

TV screen which printe out announcements in every room adjoining the corridor 

and a TV screen which prints out announcemente and has sound for oral announcements 
in every coffee shop for the purpose of ordering coffee and tea. 


Provision of Fle tricity 


Electrical power is provided to the main building by means of the building's 
principal distribution sub-station. Thies sub-station gets its electrical power 
from the Riyadh Electrical Go. by seans of underground cables which has a capacity 
of 33 kV. In the substation, this voltage is reduced to 13.8 kV for local use in 
the headquarters complex. Power distribution is achieved by means of a system of 
underground cables from which parallel sets of feeders supply current of 15 kV. 


Each feeder is able to service the whole installation. One can get replacements 
for them in the main distribution sub-station or in the secondary sub-stations. 
There are five secondary sub-stations which reduce the voltage down to 4.16 kV, 
480-227 V, or 208-120 V, according to the needs of the equipment and appliances in 
the building. There are also two diesel generators, with a capacity of 77-380 V, 
which operate as an auxiliary power unit. There are also two other generators, 
with a capacity of 277-480 V, which service the underground command headquarters. 
They can provide complete electrical power for the command headquarters for a 
period of 14 successive days. 


There are also storage rooms for all of these generators in which the various 
containers of ofl and fuel which they require are stored. 


All of the above-mentioned generators switch on automatically in case the power 
normally used is cut off. 


Also, there is a network of batteries in reserve in order to provide Lighting and 
to operate the radio network for a period of 7 days without having to be recharged. 








The Water Supply and Sewage System 


Water for the building ts provided by meane of a water pipe which te 12 inches in 
dlameter, ‘it connecta to the water ain which is on the south side of the Khuraya 
Koad and whose diameter is 16 inches. Ineide the building there ia a huge water 
tank, made of reinforced concrete, with a capacity of 450,000 gallone, 


ror the sake of economy and in order to conserve water, the complex hae been fur- 
Hished with «a complete station for treating sewage water. This station holdu the 
sewage water in a huge tank, the capacity of which is 1,700,000 liters, where the 
sewage water undergoes giclogical treatment in order to dissolve, treat, and trane- 
form the eludge. Then begine the chemical and mechanical flocculation eo that it 
will coagulate, hold together, sink to the bottom, and be filtered. Then it ia 
treated with activated carbon in order to diseolve the dirt, and then it is chlo- 
tine-treated, After that, tt is possible to use the water apoin, if it moete 
standard specifications, for the purposes of watering vegetation ineide the grounds 
f{ the complex. Ineide the complex there are four water pumps. Mme of them has a 
pumping capacity of 1,500 gallons per second, and it pumps the water which is 
necessary for fighting fires. Two of them have a pumping capacity of 500 gallons 
per minute, and they pump the water which is necessary for watering vegetation, 
refrigeration, botlers, and air conditioning. The fourth pump has a pumping capa- 
city of 1,000 gallons per minute, and it pumps the water which is necessary for 

the principal uses inside the complex such ae the lavatories and so on. 


50,000 Volumes In the Central Library 


“illtary commanders no longer rely on courage alone as the only means to confront 
their enemies. They have adopted military science as another fundamental means to 
vccomplish thie. For this reason, the public relations department of the National 
Cuard made sure to establish a central library which would provide various sources 
to be available to personnel in the new headquarters complex. The new central 
library contains more than 50,000 volumes from the various fields of science, 
literature, and special fields. The library contains religious books, books concern- 
ing the Life of the Prophet, and books dealing with the various military sciences, 
as well as bound volumes of newspapers and periodicals which are published in 
virtually the entire Arab world. Qne section of the library has been set aside 
for various sources which have appeared in English. 


The central Library is open 12 hours a day--from 7:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M., and then 
from 6:00 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. 


‘he central Library can accommodate 50 visitors at a time who wish to read, and is 
ible to provide everything necessary in order to furnish an atmosphere for them 
which ts conducive to reading and etudying. In addition to comfortable chairs and 
eodern desks, the good Lighting which is provided by the library is an important 
element for helping the library's visitors become immersed in their reading. 


library is also served by new compilers and cataloguers since one of the Li- 
srarvy's jobs is to provide the branch libraries in the different units of the 
National Guard--and there are 27 such branch lLibraries--with various books and 
sources. 
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For a complex of thie elze it ts necessary to provide the people who work in it with 
a certain degree of medica e which basically consiste of providing personnel 
with firet aid and simple | medical treatment. This is done in order to give 
them the opportunity to be treated in their places of work, as much as possible, 

wo that they will not have to go to hosapitais ond medical centers and thereby 

lose valuable time from their work, 


For this reason, a medical clinic has been oet up in order to provide medical care 
for the Natlonal Guard personnel who work in the complex. The clinic has practic- 
ing physicians, a nureing staff, and a pharmacy for dispensing medicine. 


Maintenance By Saudis 


(me of the very important jobs to be done at the new National Guard headquarters 

ie that of maintenance of the huge administrative building complexes and keeping 
them operating efficiently. The more work that is done in connection with mainten- 
ance and operation of the tnetallations, the more efficiently the installations can 
be used, 


In this regard, the National Guard started a pioneering experiment which has re- 
sulted in some profound studies which have been set to paper by experts in the 
National Guard. view of many considerations, the most important of which are the 
application of tie principles of military security and reliance on Saudi personnel, 
Prince ‘Abdallah issued orders to form a maintenance and operation department in 

the National Guard so that it could be entrusted with the responsibility of the 
maintenance and operation of the headquarters complex. This includes the treat- 

ment of the sewage water, the water sprinkling system, as well as the cleaning 

and the maintenance of all of the buildings, offices, roads, grounds, trees, plants, 
and the top layer of the soil. 


Studies have proven the usefulness and effectiveness of setting up such a depart- 
ment instead of contracting cleaning and maintenance out to private companies. 
Also, this department will be administered by a number of young Saudi engineers. 


After Prince ‘Abdallah had issued these orders, this department immediately con- 
cluded contracts with a number of international experts in this field to work in 
the department. Also, a number of technicians were invited to do these jobs. The 
department has provided housing for all of them close to their places of work. 
Likewise, the department has provided the necessary materials, tools, and equip- 
ment to do this maintenance work, and also has furnished a stock of spare parts. 
Furthermore, the department has set up both a daily and a periodical program for 
the performance of such maintenance work in order to guarantee that the building 
will always be utilized efficiently. 


The Computer and Microfilm Project 


The planners did not forget to account for the National Guard's future needs. An 
area was set aside where conditions, in technical and engineering terms, are favor- 
able for setting up computer and microfilm projects. Studies which have been under- 
taken by the experts of the National Guard have shown the importance of introduc- 
ing systems of storing documents and records by means of utilizing microfilm, in 








addition to the importance of programming the National Guard's various needs by means 
of utilizing computers. The National Guard has contracted with an internat lonal 
firm to inetall a computer in the new headquarters complex. The inetallation of 

the computer will take place during the next 4 weeks, God willing. The computer 

will be operated by employees from the maintenance and operation department. They 
will do the job of programming data concerning inventories, salaries, wages, re- 


cords of employees and military personnel, maintenance and operation jobs, and some 
of the engineering jobs. 


Also, after this project is inaugurated, the microfilm apparatus will be installed, 
Actually the equipment has already been procured. This microfilming apparatus will 
do the job of storing documents and records. This will make it easy to handle the 
documents and records, and will save a great deal of space which otherwise would 
be occupied by rooms where such documents [in paper form] are stored. 


The experts in the National Guard have adopted the most modern approach in this 


regard, which is that of Linking the microfilming apparatus with the computer in 
order to obtain instant and effective results. 


9468 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


DELEGATLONS HOLD TALKS--Damascus--Talke were held today between a delegation of 

the Progressive National Front under Comrade Mut'ib Shinan and a visiting delega- 
tion of the GDR National Front under Werner Kirchhoff, the front's vice president, 
The talks focused on political developments in the region and the imperialist- 
zionist onslaught aimed against the Arab national and progressive powers, partic- 
ularly against Syria. Comrade Shinan outlined the role of the Progressive National 
Front in the country in the spheres of patriotic action. He pointed out the 
attempts which are aimed at subjugating our country in order to peddle the Camp 
David plot. He stressed that all these attempts have failed, thanks to our country's 
steadfastness under President Hafiz al-Asad. Comrade Shinan then explained the 
gravity of the coming stage, during which King Husayn will try to undertake a role 
similar to that of agent Anwar al-Sadat. He expressed the hope that relations 
between Syria and the GDR will continue to develop on both the party and official 
levels. Kirchhoff replied by speaking on the current international situation and 
the imperialist attempts to create tension in the Middle East region. He stressed 
that these attempts will fail to achieve their objectives. Kirchhoff reiterated 
the support of the GDR and the socialist bloc states for our just struggle to 
achieve Liberation and restore our usurped rights. He expressed hope for estab- 
lishing stronger relations with the Progressive National Front in Syria. [Text] 
[JN211801 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 21 Jan 81) 


SYRIAN ARMY DESERTIONS--The Israeli radio correspondent on Arab affairs reports 
that the e has been an unprecedented wave of desertions from the Syrian army. 

Most of the deserters cross over to Iraq where they enlist for the fight against 
Iran. The correspondent has also learned that in the ports of al Ladhiqiyah and 
Tartus on the Syrian coast, 30 Syrian navy officers have been arrested on suspicion 
of cooperation with opposition elements in Damascus. Following the arrest of these 
officers the Syrian security services began checking the personal files of all the 
Syrian navy officers. Also the files of the Syrian air force officers are being 
examined, particularly in the bases in north Syria. [Text] [TA191534 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 19 Jan 81] 


cso: 4805 
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deterrent enough (o (heck crimes 
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conor Cw CC anging ela 
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has revealed a it of delects in inem 
The main defect is (he abeence of a 
federa’ law on which a ihe seven 
emirates can rely on Each emirme stil) 
has (ts own iews which differ (rom 
those in other emiraies 

The soond defect is Uw ibe Abu 


Una aw to check crimes was issued 
in (970 This law fas become outdaad 
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anc Ue spur if COOMOMA awe livities 
That lew comprising | wikies was 
formulated coming to (he Engitsh 
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slaies which are based on [ne French 
modei The UAE lew has nor 


determined the minimum line oF jab 
verm alihough ine Taxuimum penalty 
f Most criminal cases s Cumulative 
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implemented oniy in case of murder 
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by judges in Abu Dhabi islamic cour 
heave proved (na ‘ewer cases at 
brough( before ihem although ihe 
factors for (hese crimes still exist in 
(he society 

Some offictais and legal capers 
believe that (he rise in crimes in the 
curvy i due wl sever socked and 
coonomik = iactors which call § for 
Geverrent measures 

But others have emphasiond the 
need to adopt islamic legislations in ai! 
Criminal! cases a6 iney have proved to 
be (he most sucorssiul medicine to 
coo lain (his sucka distase 

Yousei Ail Husani, Abdu Dhabi 
prosecutor, has said (hal crimes are on 
the rise in (ne UAE He gaxd (hal new 
\ypes of crimes were surfacing in the 
counuy Al present. nationals of 09 
counties wt living in Une country Bul 
ihe changes in sola Groumstances 
heve not been followed by changes in 
ihe proviwons of ihe criminal law 
This fas created diflerent kinds of 
protmmems and cimes which secessi- 
vale (ire punishment, he aided 

Husa Ulustrated We insullicteocy 
of Une present aw by giving examples 
He saxd (hat Une maximum penalty for 
trading and using drugs was sul) five 
years imorsonment. while (he 
oenalty nother Arab countries ranges 
‘rom (0 w 25 years Wuprisonment 
The minimum penalty for issuing « 
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ve (imme wes ripe for cntering 4 ocw 


(NITED ARAB EMIRATES 


law to contain crimes He added that 
mid penalties! aione would not result 
in Dringig down the crime rate. 

Fath! Lashin, a judge of Abu Dhabi 
criminal court, disclosed some other 
luophoies. He said the formulation ol 
ihe criminal law had resulted in 
different ,udgerments in Une same case 
He added (hal disciplinary measures 
awone woukd not check crimes as long 
as (he = factors for committing crumes 
Mil! existed in the society 


For example, he said, 9 per cent of 
ine cases brought up before Une court 
were due to consumption of alcoho! 
Despite this, hotels are permitted to 
offer acoholic drinks contradicting (he 
provisions of ihe law which prohibii 
such drinks in public places. Lashin 
aided 

Meanwhile. Sheikh Mahoub All 
Eissa, « judge in Abu Dhabi islamic 
courl, emphasised (ha cases of 
murders, theft and adultery were 
showing « marked decrease The 
number of such cases broughi before 
the iskamic cour was 438 in 1977 It 
fell w 392 in 1978 and 353 in 1979. the 


judge aided 

Eusse) «stressed «(tha ony the 
aiopuon of islamic legislations couid 
curb crimes in the country 


Ai Bakri Ai Bill, another judge in 
ube iskarnic court, cited Saudi Arabia's 
cxampie where most crimes were 
judged smcording © the islamic 
Shariah Acoording to him. the time is 
rnipe for a firm solution to check 
crimes As regards juvenile crimes. he 
said Uney were caused by TV and 
movies and aot by poverty 

















YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


EXPLORATION FOR MINERALS, OIL PRICE INCREASES DISCUSSED 
San'a' AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 20 Dec 80 p 3 


[Interview with ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Bahr, minister of state for petroleum and 
mineral atfairs and head of the National Petroleum and Mineral Resources Agency; 
date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] Petroleum and mineral resources are considered to be one of the principal 
sources of national income for any country which is trying to achieve progress in 
its national development, that is, its efforts to finance development projects in 
a multitude of fields. In order to shed some light on this subject, we are 
having as a guest in this interview Mr ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Bahr, minister of 
state and head of the National Petroleum and Mineral Resources Agency. 


Let us first become acquainted with the activities and plans of the National 
Petroleum and Mineral Resources Agency since this agency is considered to be one 

of the principal institutions that we have in Yeman for increasing our national 
income and financing our development projects. We also want to use this opportunity 
to discuss some of the problems which our citizens are suffering from, especially 
problems related to oil and the fact that oil prices are going up. What we wish 

to do is to give our fellow-citizens an idea of the agency's plans and activities 

in the various realms with which it is concerned, especially after you took over 

the position of minister of state [for petroleum and mineral affairs]. (Mr al-Bahr] 


Actually what we could do is to have a look at this question concerning 
the activities of the National Petroleum and Mineral Resources Agency, and then we 
could talk about the plans which the agency has in mind to implement. 


As for the agency's activities, they could be divided into two principal categories. 
The first category is the work which deals with mining and exploration, that is, 
exploring for the minerals which exist in our country and then attempting to develop 
the mines if such minerals exist. Then we proceed to the economic stage which 
concerns itseif with the completion of final studies and the actual extraction 

of the minerals. 


Our second category of activities has to do with petroleum products, importing 
these petroleum products, and distributing them to the filling stations which are 
owned by our citizens. 
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Concerning this tirat category of our work, chat ie, that of mining and developing 
the mineral resources which exist in our country, we have already begun this 

stage of work, The first thing done in this realm of work is the process of 
making aerial photographs in the areas in which you are likely to find minerals, 
Here L am talking about solid minerals, not petroleum, When the aerial photo- 
graphing has been completed and if we find indications of the existence of minerals 
in certain areas, we then proceed to reconnoiter, in much closer detail, smaller 
areas, of these general areas--areas of about 20 or 25 square kilometers. We 
study these areas once again, and then we extract samples of their minerals at 
various depths in the ground and over various ranges of horizontal area so that 

we can make an estimate of the depth and the horizontal area where the minerals 
are tound. This way we are able to estimate the actual mineral reserves which 
exist. Right now there are four regions in which we have reached an advanced 
stage in terms of initial implementation work and exploration for minerals, One 
of these areas is the Sa'dah region where a group of West German and Yemeni 
experts and technicians are working. We have already reached the stage of digging 
to search for minerals at various depths in the ground because mineral formations 
deep in the earth are not necessarily the same type of formations that you find 
near the surface in terms of mineral concentration in the rocks and in terms 

of how extensive they are. This way we can determine the quantity of a mineral 
which exists, and then we can determine whether it is economically protitable to 
extract it. We are hoping to find iron ore. We are currently conducting 
exploratory operations in order to make an estimate of the quantities of iron, 
copper, and nickel which exist in the Sa'dah region. We have a drilling appartus 
which can drill deep into the earth, and by utilizing it we are able to estimate 
the concentration of minerals in the rocks, the type of minerals which exist there, 
and how widespread they are. When we finish this stage of work there, we will 
begin work in another area--the Dhamar-Rida'-al'Bayda’ area. There we will be 
working with a group of French firms and a group of fellow-Yemenis who are working 
in this region. The objective is to find hard minerals such as iron, copper, 
lead, zinc, and the like. There are indications that such minerals exist in the 
areas which I have just mentioned. Right now we are discussing the matter of 
sulphur and electric power. What this involves is steam which comes out at high 
speed and thus provides the power for operating turbines. It could be a source 

of thermal energy steam to replace the petroleum products which are burned in order 
to transform water into steam--the process which will be used in the central power 
plants which will be built in al-Hudaydah. If we are able to utilize such 
‘sulphur] steam in the future, this will enable us to dispense with the process 

of burning the petroleum products and transforming the water into steam as is 
presently done in the central power plants. By utilizing the steam from [sulphur] 
water which is heated deep in the earth, we can operate turbines and generate 
electricity. This would greatly reduce costs, and furthermore this process is a 
cleaner one because no residue is left over as is the case when petroleum products 
are burned. We are hoping to find this sulphur water in Dhamar, in particular. 

We are in constant contact with a group of Italian firms and with the 

Italian government. 


Speaking of minerals, we have another area which is important in this regard, 


which is the al-Hamurah area. There is copper there also. We are still digging 
to various depths in order to make estimates of the amount of copper reserves. 
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\ we Will e at the stage of Making 4 study of the economic feasibility 
i tite this mineral leeal eesats and world prices in addition toe 
nt and the price [ef the product] are the things that we will be 
its in the Nil afea we alae have indications of the existence of lead and 
ih goed quantities A group of French experte are studying thia region, 
hich’ tow we have four regions in which such work is going on. We are reaching 
Ne lage there of Making economic studies an’ determining whether or not the 
wot tes economically pretitable of not, Sueh ventures are very coatly tor use at 
ve DER NAIR Protite come later on, For evample, the oil company in al-Salif 
iaced @ gfeal Gany difficulties because it did not have markets for its goods, 


‘hoes 18 because ite coete were high and it had no international markets. But 
iter a jot of continual effort and research we were able to sell 1,000 tone of 
4 ompahies product to inter ational markets, The price of 4 singie ton was 


instead of being 94 Thies price was expected to increase, The company is 
nw Af good economic shape and has reached the point where ite earnings are 
' \ the wages of ite workers, paying for renovation and maintenance of ite 
sachiftefy afd @ines, and etill the company is making a profit. Thie is really a 
reat thing because previously we were very diatressed to see all of these 


‘Weta lacions fet being in operation because the company had no marketa for ite 


ducts Thank God we heve overcome this problem, and the company is now 

~~ fr at ie under go00d if ubat ances 

‘ wmiteet ifiy peration is of ecouree 4 very e one, Another facet of our work 
that tf foreign trad This has to do with ,@porting petroleum products such 


jiese! oil, gasoline, kerosene, airplane fue|, sagut, [medium grade heating o1i1) 
' apectal fuel for some industries. We import these things from the world 
arket and dietribute them to our local distribution centers and filling stations. 


Thank u for informing ue about ali of this. Since we are talking 
the jesue which of course comes to all of our minds is the recent 
in the prices t oil, Noes the increase in oi! prices involve an 
rease in the price of gasoline and the other petroleum derivatives? 


Anewet | would like to make clear one basic point concerning the increase 

i rred 2 dave ago It is an increase which affects the principal petroleum 
hat i@, it affects diesel fuel in zeweral and involves a elight increase 
ee of gaaeoline The prices of he other petroleum products have not 

ines They have etayed ae they are. The reason for ali of this, as i said 


that Yemen ia not an oil-producing nation. Consequently its prices 
etermined by the international saarket and by the prices which are set by the 


itione and the o11 companies Any increase in prices is passed on to the 
sere But the thitte that happemd, due to inatructions given by our 
lent, pri@e minister, and governnent officials, is that we put 4 ceiling on 
°® increases Prices will begin tc go up in January of ‘981. Right now, of 
e, we ate in the end of the vear 1980, Before the lateat orice increase we 
Le + liter f diesel oil for 90 file and a liter of gasoline for 2 riyais 
Nat hi ‘rice wae the coset price and did not inciude the 
trates tine and storing the materiale and business operations. By the 
eact the port of al-Hudaydah iL ' § each liter wae | rival 
es, but we were selling it at 90 file per iter. This represents a loss 
90 ile which wae being aseumed by the government which was subsidizing the 
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lf we added in al of the other costa, the cost of a single liter of diesel oi! 
would go up to 2 tiyale and JO tiie. And we were selling it at 90 file. Se there 
wae 4 loss of about | fiyal and 56 file. When we sell 30 million liters per month, 
this means that the subsidy which the government is paying in *he case of 
petroleum products is in the range of 50 million rivals. All of the salaries and 
wages of the administrators and Laborers working in the field of petroleum are 
paid by meane of state subsidies, The accumulation of all of these costs and 

the difficulty of continuing to pay them means that there will be a small increase 
even after thie latest increase, We have raised the price of each liter from 

90 file to | riyal and 5O file, Tt is true that this is 4 real increase. But 
the government is still paying a subsidy of 80 file for each liter of gasoline. 
So the government is still paying a subsidy, even after the latest increase in 
prices. Our citizens should know that for each container [6 gallon can) of 
diesel fuel used they are today supposed to pay only 30 riyale. If they run across 
any price which is higher than this, Chey should inform the Petroleum Agency. 
With the latest inerease in prices, the government is paying a subsidy of 16 
riyale for each container of diesel oil. Of course before the latest price 
increase, the government was paying a subsidy of 28 riyais for every container of 
diesel fuel. Our citizens were paying 19 rivals, and we had added only 10 rivals 
to the price which they had to pay. in tact, the government is still paying a 
subsidy of 16 rivale for each container of diesel fuel used by our citizens. 

This means that the government is paying a monthly subsidy, and thus is suffering 
monthly losses, of about 28 million rivals inetead of 45 million riyale as it 

was before. Of course it was the same story with gasoline. But the losses which 
the Petroleum Agency is suffering are limited. The cost of a liter of gasoline 
is 2 riyale and 80 fils. We are selling it at a price of 2 riyals and 60 fils 
per liter. This means that a subsidy of 20 fils per Liter is being paid. When 
our citizens buy 20 Liters of gasoline, they pay 52 rivais and the government is 
still paying a subsidy of from 5 to 6 rivals. Naturally all of this adds up and 
it amounts to quite a bit of money. But the general policy which has been set 

by the government, on the basis of instructions given by our president and prime 
minister, is that the diff«rences in the prices should not be paid [by our 
citizene!. Of course you ‘ave lately heard about the 15 percent price increase 
imposed by the OPEC nati 4 Naturally these prices will hit us. And when the 
etfects of the OPEC price increase reach us, we will have to immediateiy raise 
local prices. We are a trade organization which buys and selis, but not in the 
tui sense of the word because 4 real trade organization is supposed to operate 
for protit We du not operate for profit. We do not even passe on, in the local 
prices of our petroleum products, the costs of our company ‘s installations or 

the costs of employing the people who work in the company. We receive a subsidy 
from the government's national budget. As I have already said, even in spite of 
the latest orice increase we are still suffering a loss every gonth of 28 
million rivale which the government is paying ae 4 monthiy subsidy for diesel 
fuel. The government is alec paying from 4 to 5 g@illion rivals as a subsidy for 
ther petroleum products. The latest price which we have announced, and which 
every citizen should know, is W riyale for a container of diesel oil. This 
price which the consumer pays includes 4 commission tor filling station owners 
and a commission for the National Cooperative Organization for Development. If 
@ore than WW rivals oer container of diesel fuel should be demanded from any 
citizen as a price, then he should inform the Petroleum Agency and should give the 
name of the filline station which is demanding thie price. I personally believe 








that the filling station owners will operate in accordance with the instructions 
given by our president, But there are some cases where the filling atations are 

e) Femote Chat they do net know about these inatructions, and there are some 
filling statiom which will try to raise prices, But | am sure that the filling 
station ownere i) general know the prices and will sell diesel oil to our citisgens 
at a price of 30 eiyale per container, Aa far as gasoline is concerned, the price 
has gone up 6 rlyale. This is a limited price increase, and we as an agency will 
still be suffering losses, But we gust operate in accordance with the inatructions 
xiven by our preatdent and prime minister, 


The new prices will remain as they ate. And we are reducing the taxes which the 

government used to colleet. They include the consumer tax and the customs taxes. 
hese prices do not cover any of the costs which are incurred in the storage and 

transporting of the products or in the payment of salaries and wages of those who 
work in the Petroleum Agency. 


}Juestion!) We thank Mr al-Bahr for these clarifications and we hope that there 
will be cooperation between the ownere of the filling siationa and their customers 
/ that our citizens may be properly served. And if an, citizen should discover 
ny Violation on the part of any filling station, all he has to do is to inform the 

Petroleum Agency. There is one question that we etill have with regard to our 
‘Jisecussion about ofl and mineral resources, given the fact that our country is 

, country which consumes these products and does not produce them. The question 
{e: Does our country get any special prices? 


Anewer!] The fact is that there are no special prices. We are 4 petroleum-import ing 
nation and pay world prices on the market of petroleum products. We do not receive 
any privileges or special treatment. The fact is that oil prices in many countries 
are much higher than the prices which we have our citizens pay. We buy the oil 

at international prices and get no special deals. 


[Question] Although you have given our citizens a clear picture concerning the 
price increase of ofl and petroleum products, I still have another question in this 
regard. What advice do you have for our citizens for dealing with this problem, 
especially when it comes to using energy wisely? 


(‘Anewer! O11 is a basic source of energy and is costly. I advise all of our 
citizens to economize when it comes to using this source of energy, whether it is 
zasoline or diesel fuel. Our citizens @ust decrease the amount that they consume. 
if thie would happen, we would be very happy because this would decrease the 
subsidy which the government hes to pay and would decrease our losses. 


This would decrease the amount of subsidy that the government would have .o pay 
und would decrease the losses which we as an agency have to bear. And as for the 
itigens themselves, it would decrease their expenses. My own special request is 
that our citizens, as guch as possible, decrease the amount of oi! which they 
neume and try to economize in their use of it. This also involves the use of 
sctricity because electricity, in the final analysis, is produced by diesel fuel. 
There is no need to have the lights on in every house ar suilding, and the amount 
ighting used should be within reason. in some count +s they have reached the 
soint of giving gasoline ration cards to each citizen. We have not reached that 
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point yet And if we cooperate with each other, then we a6 4 fation afd 48 a4 
country will met have to do this, Se it ie my special request that our citisens, 
468 @uch 48 possible, decrease theif consumption of this valuable material because 
by doing 80 our Citizene will be helping themeelves and will be saving us 
millions of dollars, 


linterviewer| We hope that all of our citizens will heed this advice and respond 
to it because it directly conecerna their daily lives. We wish to thank Mr al-Bahr 
for thie interview, and if he hae anything further toe say, then let ue allow him 
thie opportunity te do so, 


\Mr al-Bahe|) Thank you very @uch for thie opportunity, and | hope that all of 

our citizens cooperate in thie matter, I want to assure them that we in the 
Petroleum Agency ate operating in accordance with inetructionse given by the 
government and on the basiae of a financial subsidy paid by the government <-which 
pays our salaries and wages, pays the coste of our especial inatallations, and 
pays the coste involved in storage of petroleum products and operating our trucks. 
The government paye us thie subsidy ae well ae the difference in the prices. 

Thank you. 


[interviewer] Thank you very @uch, and we hope to see you and talk with you again 
soon, after we have become self-sufficient, at least to some degree, with regard 
to petroleum products. May God grant you success in your work. Thank you. 
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